
         City Hall Weekly Highlights 
      May 7, 2015 

To: Honorable Mayor and City Council Members 

From:  City Departments 

 

CITY MANAGER:  
 
Dissolution of RDA Oversight Board: Health and Safety Code 34179(j) provides for the 
consolidation of RDA Oversight Boards into one board per County commencing July 1, 2016. 
Assembly Bill (AB) 204 was recently introduced to allow Oversight Boards in the County of Los 
Angeles to remain in existence until the respective Successor Agency requests dissolution of its 
Oversight Board. Recently the County of Riverside surveyed Cities in the County to solicit feedback 
on whether the County should do what the County of LA is doing. The result of the survey is that 
almost all of the Cities in the County including Norco want to continue with their Oversight Boards 
along with performing the winding down duties of the Successor Agencies. As a result, the County is 
urging local elected officials to contact their state representatives and lobby for a broader AB 204 that 
applies on a voluntary basis to all Successor Agencies. 

The City of Norco currently receives $250,000 annually from Redevelopment Property Tax Trust 
Fund as compensation for performing the winding duties of the Successor Agency. While a small 
portion of this money is used to pay direct Successor Agency expenses, the bulk of it is 
reimbursement for staff time. The loss of $250,000 annually will reduce General Fund revenues by 
the same amount without corresponding reduction to expenses. I will be drafting a letter to Senator 
Roth and Assemblyman Linder for the Mayor’s signature asking them to support AB 204 that applies 
voluntarily to all Successor Agencies in the state.  

Flashing Beacon Lights on Valley View: The improvements recommended by the City Engineer to 
improve motorists’ awareness of the “S” curves on Valley View between Fourth and Fifth Streets have 
been completed. The improvements include speed limit signage, pavement markings adjacent to the 
signage; painted double yellow centerline; etc. With the completion of these improvements, the 
flashing beacons will now be removed.   

 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: 
 

 
Sixth Street Gateway Sign: YESCO Signs is completing minor revisions to its engineering plans and 
staff met with its representative onsite to discuss various issues. In the meantime, the EDAC Sign 
Subcommittee has created a draft Policies & Procedures document, which will be recommended for 
adoption by the entire EDAC later this month and subsequently forwarded to City Council for 
consideration.  
  
Hospitality Industry: At a meeting with representatives from the Lansing Companies, which owns 
the Wyle Lab site, staff emphasized inclusion of revenue-generating hospitality uses—such as a 
Western-style resort, dude ranch or restaurant—that would contribute to Horsetown USA as a visitors 
destination. 
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Sales Tax Revenue: Staff met with HdL, the City’s sales tax consultants, to review sales tax figures 
for the 4th Quarter of 2104. Yet another strong quarter was reported, with most major business 
categories—including auto sales, restaurants/hotels and general consumer goods—showing 
increases over the same quarter of the previous year (see attached summary). Norco continues to 
perform extremely well in terms of per capita sales, ranking higher than Riverside County and State of 
California averages.  
 
See Sales Tax Update Attachment on the following page. 
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FISCAL AND SUPPORT SERVICES: 
 
Bill Processing: Staff mailed out 1,885 utility bills to Group 4 customers. Staff mailed out 206 
delinquent notices to Group 3 utility customers that had not paid their bill on time. On Tuesday, a 
courtesy door tag was hung at the door of customers that were delinquent in Group 1 by Public 
Works notifying 52 customers that if they did not pay on Tuesday, their water services would be shut 
off on Wednesday. By Wednesday, 6 customer’s water was shut off for nonpayment; 3 customer’s 
water services were restored the same day and 3 customer’s water remained shut off.   

Business License and Cash Receipts:  There were 25 new business license applications received 
during the week.  Staff processed a combined total of 1,963 cash receipts from the building counter, 
Parks and Recreation, utility customers and other miscellaneous accounts receivables totaling 
$562,021.31.   

Miscellaneous Accounts Receivable:  A total of 13 miscellaneous accounts receivable invoices 
were sent to individuals/agencies totaling $1,609,089.  Miscellaneous accounts receivable invoices 
are sent to bill for EMS services, hydrant meter billing, damage to City property, encroachment 
permits, loan payments, trash billing to California Rehabilitation Center and any other services 
provided by the City other than utility billing and business licenses. This week the City sent out the 
first invoice to the City of Corona for the purchase of SARI line sewer discharge rights.  

Personnel Changes:  This week was Connor Duckworth’s work week as City employee. Gus Munoz 
is now responsible for handling business license processes.  Connor accomplished a lot for the City 
as an Account Clerk with emphasis in business licenses and accounts receivable and all his efforts 
are appreciated.    

 
HUMAN RESOURCES DIVISION: 
 
New Hires  

 

 

 

 

 

  Gustavo Munoz                  Monique Herrera                      Karen Ortiz                  Govanni Hernandez              Melissa Shott 
   Account Clerk I                   Recreation Aide                       Kennel Aide                        Kennel Aide                       Kennel Aide 
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Anniversaries: 

 Diane Germain, Deputy City Clerk – 12 years 
 Cheryl Link, City Clerk – 1 year 
 Melvin Sparks III, Senior Animal Control Officer  – 2 years 

Certification: 

 Joel Bravo obtained Distribution 3 Certification from Department of Water Resources 
 Karl Chamberlain obtained Distribution 3 Certification from Department of Water Resources 

Training and Development: 

 May 14, 2015 (1-3p.m.) – Snake Awareness Training at Nellie Weaver Hall sponsored by 
Animal Control 

 
 
PARKS, RECREATION AND COMMUNITY SERVICES: 
     

 
Norco Founders Day:  Staff is working with Lake 
Norconian Club Foundation on logistics for the 
upcoming Norco Founder’s Day Ride being held 
on Saturday, June 13, 2015.  This year’s event 
will feature a Trail ride and possible 5K fun 
run/walk. 
 
Summer Basketball: Staff held summer 
basketball skills ratings this week on 5/4 and 5/6 
with a makeup day on 5/9.  Currently there are 24 
registered in girls divisions, 54 in 
PeeWee/Instructional and 138 in boys divisions.  
 
Adult Basketball: Thursday night adult league 
continues at Riley Gymnasium. 
 
Special Events Sponsorships: A huge THANK 
YOU to AYSO Region 37 which has committed to 
sponsoring the following special events as a 
Silver Sponsor: Summer Concerts in the Park, 
Fourth of July and Parade of Lights!  Staff is 
continuing to secure funding for these events. 
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Youth Programs: Tiny Tot Olympics was held last Saturday at Community Center Park.  Although 
attendance was lower than anticipated, those who participated had a BLAST! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Services: USDA Food Distribution Program took place on Wednesday, May 6, 10:00 a.m.   
Advisory Board/S.T.A.R. Volunteer Meeting was held on Wednesday, May 6 at 11:30 a.m. Seniors 
and Pets Breakfast and Bingo:  Saturday, May 9 beginning at 9:00 a.m. Breakfast at 9:00 a.m. ($3); 
Bingo at 11:00 a.m. ($0.25 per card) 
 
Party Pardners:  is hosting an “In It To Win It!” fun Friday night event on May 8 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
George Ingalls Equestrian Event Center:  
 

 George A. Ingalls Veteran's Memorial Plaza Open * 10 a.m. to Dusk, Please enter through 
Gate 5 off of Crestview just south of Sixth Street.  

 ROTC Promotion ceremony at George Ingalls Veterans Memorial Thursday, May 7th at 5 PM. If 
in climate weather occurs the promotion ceremony will be moved to Nellie Weaver Hall.    

 Saturday, May 9th is a private Wedding Reception at Nellie Weaver Hall  
 Saturday, May 9th Norco Ranglers Horse Club will be hosting their monthly Gymkhana event at 

the Clark arena.  
 Sunday, May 10th is Mother’s Day and Saddle and Harness will be hosting their Open Wagon 

and Buggy show at the Clark arena.   
 Open Recreational Riding will be open M-T, May 11th & May 12th but closed W, May 13th to get 

ready for the Norco Mustang Trail Challenge scheduled Friday, May 15th & Saturday, May 16th  
  

The month of May is a busy time at the event center with the return of the Mustang Makeover and 
Area VII National Miniature Horse Show. Also, coming to Norco for the first time is the Horse 
Town Brew N’ Que Festival. The festival is hosting 79 BBQ Teams and 35 Craft Beer and 
microbreweries, entertainment and a Kids Que.  A special appearance at the festival will be by 
Myron Mixon who is the three time BBQ World Champion winner and joining him will be the 
winners of seasons 1-3 of the television Pit Master Show. Also, there is rumor that as of 
yesterday, Myron has decided to compete in this event and it will be his first time competing in 
California. This festival should be a crowd pleaser.   
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Buildings: 

 The air conditioners, city wide, have been cleaned to prevent overheating of each unit as a 
precaution due to the ash from the “Freeway Fire”.  

 Staff removed the “Horsetown USA” sign from the face of the Animal Shelter to have it 
restored. This is being done by the CDF staff and will be replaced as soon as we get it back. 

 The exhaust fan in the snack bar at Wayne Makin is working at 100% capacity. 
 Staff also repaired the wind damaged roof on the Public Works pump station located at Ted 

Brooks Park. 
 

Parks: 

 Staff graded both the walking paths and the horse trail at Neal Snipes Park. 
 Staff is grinding the concrete where we consider it to be a tripping hazard at Wayne Makin. 

This should be completed this week. 
 Valley Crest is performing maintenance and clean up to all medians in the City and is predicted 

to complete their work by the end of the weekend. 
 

Special Projects:  

 Staff helped to get Nellie Weaver Hall ready for the Volunteer’s Appreciation dinner we had 
this week. 

 Our part of the fiber optics installation for the Ingalls area is complete. HCI, our fiber optics 
contractor, has tested all the connections and we are now ready to turn the rest of this project 
over to our IT department. 

 Avenue Electric has started pulling wire to the electrical panels located at all 5 of the light 
poles. Two of the poles will also carry the WiFi to this part of Ingalls. 

 The “V” ditch construction along the East Slope of the Ingalls upper parking lot is almost done. 
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LMD’s and Valley Crest: 

 Valley Crest is working on our punch list while they are also keeping to their schedule. 
 Staff has removed the sand bags and has groomed the trails that are on the outside of LMD 2. 

This includes some on Norco Hills Road and all of Hidden Valley Parkway. 
 

Animal Control Services: 

 

With the help of other Park & Recreation employees, Norco Animal Control was able to recondition all 
9 horse stalls with DG in one day. 
 
During the month of April, we issued 23 citations, adopted 28 dogs and 3 cats, redeemed 10 dogs 
back to their owners and processed 338 licenses. 
 
On April 29 2015, we were able to assist Los Angeles Animal Control in identifying the owner of the 
animals involved in the trailer accident on the 210.  Los Angeles only knew the owners name to be 
“Art”.  Fortunately his dog was currently licensed with Norco and had his tag on, so we were able to 
provide Art Boster’s information to the proper authorities.   
 
On May 7, we received sad news that former 30-year employee, Superintendent of Animal Control 
Services Charles Hemmings, passed away late this afternoon after battling cancer over the last three 
years.  Charles retired in 2012 to fight his battle with cancer and to travel the world.  Charles was able 
to travel and go to places that he had always dreamed about going to and watching the sunsets.  We 
will miss Charles and our prayers and thoughts go out to his family.  As soon as memorial service 
information is available we will provide it to the Council.     

PLANNING DEPARTMENT: 
 
 

Approved Special Events:  
April 6 to June 5: G.G. Sister Massage, sale event 
May 9: 2015 Ranch Tour 
May 10: Outdoor flower display for Mothers Day, 3700 Hamner Ave. 
May 10: Outdoor flower display for Mothers Day, 1933 River Rd. 
May 16: Friends of the Library book sale. 

 
Silverlakes: Draft landscaping plans for the ornamental landscaping in the first phase were reviewed 
with corrections and returned to applicant for revision. 

 
TTM 36717 (Dallape):  Staff has reviewed the revised drainage plan and there are more corrections. 
There will be further follow-up to resolve drainage issues and concerns. The tentative map was 
reviewed by the Streets, Trails, and Utilities Commission (STUC) on May 4 in terms of trail locations, 
street improvements, and project access points. The STUC agreed with a proposed design that 
eliminates a wrap-around trail on the last cul-de-sac in exchange for a trail connection through to Ted 
Brooks Park. A meeting is anticipated with the Parks and Recreation Commission on May 11. 
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CUP Applications: 1) New telecommunication facility on Reservoir Drive; 2) New telecommunication 
facility at Ingalls Equestrian Event Center; 3) New telecommunication facility at Wayne Makin Field; 4) 
New workshop accessory building.  It is not known when these items will be scheduled for review by 
the Planning Commission. 

 
Code Compliance Updates:   

2015 Total code cases: 116 
Open cases: 62 
New cases: 5 
Citations issued: 5 (Code) 
Closed cases: 8 
Yard sale signs removed: 13 
 

 Conducted a joint inspection with the Sheriff’s Department regarding a business property on 
Hamner Avenue conducting possible illegal activity. 

 Assisted the Riverside County Flood District in coordinating a voluntary clean-up by a resident 
on a portion of the flood channel. 

 Assisted the Northwest Mosquito and Vector Control regarding a stagnant pool at a residential 
property. 

 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT: 
 
BUILDING AND SAFETY: 
 

 11 Permits Submitted 
 12 Permits Issued 
 48 Inspections Performed 
 2 Stop Work Notices 
 Silverlakes submitted bathroom plans 

 
ENGINEERING: 
 

 Vine Street and Sagetree Lane Waterline Improvement Project was has started installation of 
new waterline on Vine Street. 
 

NORCO SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT: 
 

 
DUI Checkpoint: Norco, CA – The Norco Sheriff’s Office will be conducting a DUI/Driver’s License 
Checkpoint on May 9, 2015, at an undisclosed location within the city limits between the hours of 
8:00 p.m. to 3:00 a.m.  
 
The deterrent effect of DUI checkpoints is a proven resource in reducing the number of persons 
killed and injured in alcohol or drug involved crashes. Research shows that crashes involving an 
impaired driver can be reduced by up to 20 percent when well-publicized DUI checkpoints and 
proactive DUI patrols are conducted routinely. 
 
In California, this deadly crime led to 802 deaths in 2012 because someone failed to designate a 
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sober driver. Nationally, the latest data shows nearly 10,000 were killed by an impaired driver.  
Officers will be looking for signs of alcohol and/or drug impairment with officers checking drivers for 
proper licensing, delaying motorists only momentarily. When possible, specially trained officers will 
be available to evaluate those suspected of drug-impaired driving.  
 
Recent statistics reveal that 30 percent of drivers in fatal crashes had one or more drugs in their 
systems. A study of active drivers showed more tested positive for drugs that may impair driving (14 
percent) than did for alcohol (7.3 percent). Of the drugs, marijuana was most prevalent, at 7.4 
percent, slightly more than alcohol. 
 
According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), checkpoints have 
provided the most effective documented results of any of the DUI enforcement strategies, while 
also yielding considerable cost savings of $6 for every $1 spent. Nearly 90 percent of California 
drivers approve of DUI checkpoints. 
 
DUI Checkpoints are placed in locations based on collision statistics and frequency of DUI arrests 
affording the greatest opportunity for achieving drunk and drugged driving deterrence. Locations 
are chosen with safety considerations for the officers and the public. 
 
Drivers caught driving impaired can expect the impact of a DUI arrest to include jail time, fines, 
fees, DUI classes and other expenses that can exceed $10,000, not to mention the embarrassment 
when friends and family find out. 
 
Funding for this checkpoint is provided to the Norco Sheriff’s Office by a grant from the California 
Office of Traffic Safety, through the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, reminding 
everyone to “report drunk driver/call 911.” 

  

Funding for this operation is 
provided by a grant from the 

California Office of Traffic Safety, 
through the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration.  

 

# # #  

 

UNLOAD Coalition Town Hall Meeting: On Thursday, May 7, 5:30 PM through 8:00 PM, the Norco 
Sheriff’s Office, in conjunction with Mayor Pro Tem Kevin Bash, Council Woman Kathy Azevedo, and 
the Corona Norco Unified School District (CNUSD), will be participating in a Town Hall Meeting, to be 
held at the CNUSD headquarters, located at 2820 Clark Street, in the City of Norco. Discussion topics 
will include “vaping” and “e-cigarettes.” The Norco Sheriff’s Office will also be providing resource 
information and educational literature related to the danger of impaired driving. The Norco Citizen’s 
on Patrol (NCP) and Jurupa Valley Station Sheriff’s Explorers will each have a booth at the location 
and look forward to interacting with our students and community members.  

http://www.ots.ca.gov/
http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/
http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/
http://www.ots.ca.gov/
http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/
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CVS Robbery Investigation: On Sunday, May 3, 2015, at 9:20 p.m., two unidentified males entered 
the CVS Pharmacy located in the 1100 block of Hidden Valley Parkway, Norco. One of the suspects 
simulated that he was armed with a firearm and demanded money from the store employees. The 
employees complied with the suspects' demands and both suspects fled the scene with an 
undisclosed amount of U.S. currency. The suspects were last seen fleeing the area in an older model 
white or silver compact vehicle believed to be a Honda or similar make. None of the employees were 
injured during this incident. 

 

Suspect #1 is described as an African-American male adult, 6’0” tall, 300 pounds, wearing black 
pants, black hooded sweatshirt, brown backpack and a black face mask. 

Suspect #2 is described as an unknown race male adult, 6’5”, 200 pounds, wearing black pants, 
black hooded sweatshirt, black backpack, black sunglasses and a white face mask. 

The Riverside County Sheriff’s Department is committed to the safety of the citizens of Norco and will 
be vigilant in investigating all crimes of this nature. This investigation is ongoing and we’re asking 
anyone with additional information to contact Investigator Ted Gonzales at the Jurupa Valley Station 
at 951-955-2600 or the Norco Sheriff’s Office at 270-5673. 

Citizens may also submit an anonymous tip using the Sheriff's CrimeTips online form. 

Burglary and Possession of Firearms Investigation: On Thursday, April 30, 2015, School 
Resource Officer, Deputy Cooper, assigned to Norco High School, conducted a vehicle check on a 
car illegally parked in front of the high school. The car contained four Norco High School students 

http://www.riversidesheriff.org/crimetips/
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who were determined to be truant. Further investigation revealed the students were in possession of 
two firearms, stolen one of the student’s parents during a staged residential burglary at a residence in 
Norco. All four students were taken into custody and later released to their parents. The firearms 
were never brought onto campus and it was determined the firearm possession was not related to 
any threat pertaining to students, faculty, or to the public at large.  
 
Public Announcement/Marijuana Cultivation/Notice to Property Owners-Sheriff’s Department 
Press Release: The advent of the 2015 marijuana harvest season has seen an increase in illegal 
marijuana cultivation in Riverside County, and the Sheriff’s Department would like to remind 
landlords, property owners and renters that growing and selling marijuana for profit remains illegal in 
California. Those who allow marijuana cultivation on their property are subject to arrest and 
prosecution. 
 
During the 2014 harvest season, which ran from April to September, the Sheriff’s Department 
investigated and eradicated 75 outdoor marijuana grows. These investigations – conducted by sheriff 
stations serving the unincorporated areas of the county and/or those in cities that contract with the 
sheriff – led to 90 felony arrests for the illegal cultivation of marijuana. 
 
In many cases, those in charge of large swaths of property had rented some or all of that property to 
marijuana cultivators. Drug traffickers will often approach homeowners or renters on large parcels 
and offer payment in exchange for allowing them to grow marijuana on the property. The traffickers 
then hire a third party to maintain the plants and harvest the marijuana. 
 
But contrary to drug traffickers’ claims, California law does not allow the growth or sale of marijuana 
for profit. State law is very specific: California has decriminalized the growth and use of marijuana 
only for seriously ill individuals with a doctor’s prescription and only in the small amounts reasonably 
necessary to accommodate an individual’s medical condition. Those who exceed such limits are not 
exempt from criminal investigation or prosecution, even if they have a doctor’s recommendation for 
marijuana. 
 
The Sheriff’s Department began identifying an increase in the number of outdoor marijuana grows in 
2011, with a slight uptick each year. So far in 2015, the Sheriff’s Department has eradicated 36,700 
marijuana plants, arrested 37 suspects for cultivation, and seized more than 254 pounds of 
processed marijuana along with $78,000 in cash.  
 
In a recent example, the Sheriff’s Department made 10 arrests in Mead Valley on April 30 in 
connection with the seizure and eradication of 816 mature marijuana plants. The following suspects 
were arrested and booked into the Southwest Detention Center:  

 Salvador Becerra, 51, of Mead Valley 
 Martina Barajas, 43, of Mead Valley 
 Jaquelina Kelly, 24, of Mead Valley 
 Alejandro Verdusco, 27, of Mead Valley 
 Ruffino Herrera, 19, of Mead Valley 
 Joel Herrera, 25, of Oceanside 
 Eredria Ortega, 44, of Mead Valley 
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They face charges on a range of criminal violations such as cultivation, drug possession, vehicle 
theft, child endangerment and weapons charges. 
 
The Sheriff’s Department remains committed to enforcing the law in Riverside County, and will 
continue to deploy resources and personnel, as needed, to investigate reports of illegal marijuana 
cultivation. 
 
NORCO FIRE DEPARTMENT (CAL FIRE): 

 

Engine Crew 3174 along with Battalion Chief Lane attends an appreciation reception to thank first 
responders for their efforts towards the Highway fire. 
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Engine 57 visited two schools today to show appreciation for the students who wrote letters and 
posted signs in front of the fire facilities to show appreciation for efforts on the Highway Fire. Engine 
57 paid a super visit to Stonebridge Elementary on Bluff St. and Mrs. Oliver's class at Highland 
Elementary.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See Fire Department statistics on the following pages. 



Response Activity City of Norco 
 April 30th to May 6th  

False Alarm  1 

Medical  30 

Public Service Assist  2 

Standby  1 

Traffic Collision  3 

Incident Total:  37



 

 

Riverside County Fire - Norco  

Weekly Activity Report  

4/30/15 to 5/6/15 

 
  CITY 

Activity Totals  Norco 

  
Plan Reviews TOTAL NORCO 

All Plan Reviews 3 

  

  

 
INSPECTIONS Norco 

Annuals 34 

New Construction 1 

Re-inspection (annual's) 9 

Title 19 Inspections 
 

Business License Review 
 

C of O's 1 

Weed Abatement 
 

TOTAL 
 

 
 

 
MEETINGS & OTHER Norco 

Meeting  1 

Training 
 

Special Inspections/Events 
 

 



 

 

Weekly Prevention Activity Report- Graph Summary 

 

 

 

 

 


