
 
 

CITY OF NORCO 
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

  
Wednesday, August 5, 2015 

City Council Chambers, 2820 Clark Avenue, Norco, CA 92860 
 

CALL TO ORDER:     6:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL:    Herb Higgins, Mayor, Present 
      Kevin Bash, Mayor Pro Tem, Present 
      Kathy Azevedo, Council Member, Present 
      Berwin Hanna, Council Member, Present 
      Greg Newton, Council Member, Present 
 
The City Council recessed to Closed Session (Section 54954) to consider the following 
matter:   
 
CLOSED SESSION: 
 
 §54957 – Public Employee Performance Evaluation: 
 Title: City Manager 
 
RECONVENE PUBLIC SESSION:  7:12 p.m. 
 
REPORT OF ACTION(S) TAKEN IN CLOSED SESSION - §54957.1: (City Attorney) 
 
City Attorney John Harper indicated that there is no reportable action from Closed Session. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Council Member Greg Newton 
 
INVOCATION: Pastor Fred Griffin, Corona Church of the Open 

Door  
 
Pastor Fred Griffin was unable to attend. Mayor Higgins asked resident Harvey Sullivan to 
provide the invocation.   
 
PROCLAMATIONS:  
 
Melanie Oliver, Highland Elementary School Teacher of the Year  
 
Mr. Zickefoose, Corona-Norco Unified School District Board Member, spoke briefly about 
Ms. Oliver. He stated that Ms. Oliver earned Teacher of the Year in Riverside County, 
having competed with over 20,000 teachers. Ms. Oliver was selected to move on to State 
competition.  Council Member Azevedo presented a proclamation to Ms. Oliver on behalf 
of the Norco City Council and wished her well in the State competition. 
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Staff Sergeant David M. Spratley, III, USAF (Ret.) Norco High School Jr. ROTC 
 
Mr. Spratley was unable to attend; therefore, Mayor Higgins said the presentation would 
take place at the August 19, 2015 City Council meeting. 
 
CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS ITEMS AS FOLLOWS: 
 
1. CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS / REPORTS ON REGIONAL BOARDS AND 

COMMISSIONS: 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Bash: 

 Attended  the STAR meeting on August 5th and noted the need for a housing for 
the kiln for senior classes.  

 Commented that he, along with Council Member Azevedo, and City Manager 
Okoro met with Senator Barbara Boxer’s representative regarding historic 
resources on the Navy base. Mayor Pro Tem Bash suggested sending a 
welcome letter to all future Navy admirals.   

 Sailed on the USS Cape St. George and commented on how much Norco 
heritage is tied into the ship. 

 
Council Member Hanna: 

 Attended RCTC and commented that on August 12, 2015 at the Fairfield Inn and 
Suites in Norco there will be a public meeting about the Interstate 15 express 
lanes.   

 Commented on National Night Out on August 11, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. at the 
Target Shopping Center in Eastvale.  

 Attended Vector Control meeting and commented on the mosquito problems at 
Wayne Makin Park  

 Commented on the Day of the Cowboy event that took place on July 25, 2015. 
 

Council Member Newton: 

 Commented on the Chino Desalter Authority Board meeting that will take place 
on August 6, 2015 in which the Board will give a progress update on Detroit 
Street and Hamner Avenue and an update on the water line crossing the Santa 
Ana River.  

 Commented that he completed his one-year term as Chairman of the Western 
Riverside County Regional Wastewater Authority Board.  

 
Council Member Azevedo: 

 Commented that she will be attending a meeting in Sacramento on August 17, 
2015 advocating for UNLOAD regarding legislation for e-cigarettes.    

 Attended a Beautification Awards Committee meeting in which winners were 
chosen and the awards will be presented on the first night of the Norco Fair.  

 Attended a Western Riverside Council of Governments meeting. The meeting 
included discussion and negative comments from realtors regarding the HERO 
program.  An informational meeting for realtors about the HERO program will 
take place on August 27, 2015.   
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Mayor Higgins: 

 No report given  
 
Consent Calendar Item 2.C. was pulled to allow for public comment. Items 2.G., 2.H., 2.I. 
and 2.J. were pulled by Council Member Newton.  
 
M/S HANNA/BASH to approve the remaining Consent Calendar items as 
recommended.  The motion was carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: AZEVEDO, BASH, HANNA, HIGGINS, NEWTON 
NOES: NONE 
ABSENT: NONE 
ABSTAIN: NONE 
 
2. CITY COUNCILCONSENT ITEMS:  
 

A. City Council Regular Meeting Minutes of July 15, 2015. Action: Approved 
the City Council regular meeting minutes. (City Clerk) 

   
B. Procedural Step to Approve Ordinance after Reading of Title Only. Action: 

Approved (City Clerk) 
 

C. Approval of Additional Appropriation for the Contract with J & S Striping for 
On-Call Street Striping and Pavement Marking Services for FY 2014-2015. 
(Director of Public Works) PULLED FOR DISCUSSION 

 
D. Acceptance of Bids and Award of Contract for 2014-2015 Pavement 

Management System, Phase I Project. Action: Accepted bids submitted 
for the reconstruction and resurfacing of various streets and awarded a 
contract to Hardy & Harper, Inc. of Santa Ana, CA in the amount of 
$777,000 and authorize the City Manager to approve contract change 
orders up to 10 percent of the bid contract amount. (Director of Public 
Works) 

 
E. Acceptance of Bids and Award of Contract for 2014-2015 Pavement 

Management System, Phase II – Norco Drive Project. Action: Accepted 
bids submitted for the reconstruction/rehabilitation of Norco Drive and 
awarded a contract to Hardy & Harper, Inc. of Santa Ana, CA in the 
amount of $547,000 and authorize the City Manager to approve contract 
change orders up to 10 percent of the bid contract amount. (Director of 
Public Works) 

 
F. Morongo Band of Mission Indians’ Membership in Western Riverside Council 

of Governments. Action: Authorized the Mayor to execute the 
Amendment to the Joint Powers Agreement of the Western Riverside 
Council of Governments to add the Morongo Band of Mission Indians 
to the WRCOG Governing Board. (City Clerk) 
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G. Acceptance of Bids and Award of Contract for the 2015/2016 Equestrian Trail 
Fencing Project at Various Locations in the City and for Landscape 
Maintenance District (LMD) No. 4. (Deputy City Manager/Director of Parks, 
Recreation and Community Services) PULLED FOR DISCUSSION 

 
H. Three Month Extension of the Professional Services Agreement for Building 

and Safety Plan Examination Services with Willdan Engineering. (Director of 
Public Works) PULLED FOR DISCUSSION 

 
I. Three Month Extension to the Traffic Signal Maintenance Services Contract 

Agreement with Siemens Industry, Inc. (Director of Public Works) PULLED 
FOR DISCUSSION 

 
J. Contract Extension with RKA Consulting Group for Consulting Engineering 

Services. (City Manager) PULLED FOR DISCUSSION 
 
K. Approval of Additional Appropriation for the Contract with Siemens 

Industries, Inc. for Traffic Signal Maintenance Services for FY 2014-2015. 
Action: Adopted Resolution 2015-57, appropriating funds in the amount 
of $93,370 for emergency installation of traffic signal control apparatus. 
(Director of Public Works)  

 
3. ITEM(S) PULLED FROM CITY COUNCIL CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

2.C. Approval of Additional Appropriation for the Contract with J & S Striping for 
On-Call Street Striping and Pavement Marking Services for FY 2014-2015. 
(Director of Public Works) 

 
City Attorney John Harper reported that this item was first presented to the City Council on 
June 3, 2015. Due to lack of clarity regarding why the contractor exceeded City Council 
approved contract amount, the City Council asked the City Attorney to further review the 
matter and provide a recommendation. The City Attorney has reviewed the circumstances 
on why the contractor exceeded City Council contract authority and has determined that it 
is the best interest of the City to pay for the additional work performed by the contractor. 
While the contractor did not obtain formal approval before performing additional work 
above the contract authority, staff did verify the actual quantity of work performed and that 
the unit prices billed were the same as the unit bid prices submitted by the contractor.   
 
J & S Striping Company, Inc. was engaged by the City to perform street striping and 
pavement marking services for FY 2014-2015.  They have completed their work and 
submitted their only invoice in the amount of $79,675.02. This amount is more than the 
$53,000 contract amount awarded to them by the City Council on August 6, 2014.  
Consequently, additional appropriation of funds and increase to the contract in the amount 
of $26,675.02 is needed in order to pay their invoice. 
 
Ted Hoffman expressed his concern about citizens having to pay for an oversight error.  
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Mike Thompson expressed his concern with having to pay the additional requested 
appropriation.  
 
M/S NEWTON/BASH to adopt Resolution No. 2015-23, appropriating funds in the 
amount of $26,675.02 for street striping and pavement marking services.  The 
motion was carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: AZEVEDO, BASH, HANNA, NEWTON 
NOES: HIGGINS 
ABSENT: NONE 
ABSTAIN: NONE 
 

2.G. Acceptance of Bids and Award of Contract for the 2015/2016 Equestrian Trail 
Fencing Project at Various Locations in the City and for Landscape 
Maintenance District (LMD) No. 4. (Deputy City Manager/Director of Parks, 
Recreation and Community Services) 

 
Deputy City Manager Brian Petree reported that staff prepared plans and specifications for 
the installation of trail fence improvements at various locations within the City and 
Landscape Maintenance District 4.  The plans and specifications were advertised on July 
5, 2015, and July 9, 2015, with a bid opening date of July 23, 2015.  A total of three bids 
were received with proposals ranging from $291,528 to $398,595.20.  The low bid of 
$291,528 was received from Valley Cities/Gonzales Fence, which includes 14,848 lineal 
footage in LMD #4 for $166,128.00 and 11,400 linear footage in the City wide for 
$125,400.00. 
 
In response to Council Member Newton, Director Petree indicated that the cost savings 
from the first bid process to the second one is approximately $10,000. Director Petree also 
stated that the City’s contractor as well as the Parks Superintendent will be supervising the 
work in the LMD. Public Works will oversee the work in the other areas.  
 
Council Member Azevedo commented about reports of residents being told that they 
cannot replace wood with vinyl fencing unless it is in 1,000-foot increments.  There was 
some discussion and Director Askew stated the 1,000-foot increment was a 
recommendation from the Streets, Trails and Utilities Commission.  Further discussion will 
be brought before the City Council at a future meeting for clarification.  
 
In response to Council Member Hanna, Director Petree indicated that removed trail fencing 
from LMD 4 will be tagged and used for fill throughout the City. 
 
Ted Hoffman thanked staff for the reduction of costs and transparency.  Mr. Hoffman 
asked that the City notify residents when the CRC crews are working in the 
neighborhoods.   
 
M/S BASH/HANNA to accept bids submitted for the installation of equestrian trail 
fencing and award a contract to Valley Cities/Gonzales Fence, Inc. in the amount of 
$291,528 and authorize the City Manager to approve contract change orders up to 10 
percent of the total bid contract amount.  The motion was carried by the following 
roll call vote: 
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AYES: AZEVEDO, BASH, HANNA, HIGGINS, NEWTON 
NOES: NONE 
ABSENT: NONE 
ABSTAIN: NONE 
 

2.H. Three Month Extension of the Professional Services Agreement for Building 
and Safety Plan Examination Services with Willdan Engineering. (Director of 
Public Works) 

 
City Manager Andy Okoro reported that the three month extension requested is to allow 
staff time to complete the process for the competitive bid process to get started. In 
response to Council Member Newton, City Manager Okoro stated that the agreement is 
not being renewed for the benefit of Wildan, rather for the benefit of the City.  
 
Ted Hoffman suggested that the City contract with two engineering firms to get plans 
processed more quickly.  
 
M/S BASH/HANNA to approve the request of a three month extension of the 
Professional Agreement for Building and Safety Plan Examination Services with 
Wildan Engineering for three months through September 30, 2015   The motion was 
carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: AZEVEDO, BASH, HANNA, HIGGINS 
NOES: NEWTON 
ABSENT: NONE 
ABSTAIN: NONE 
 

2.I. Three Month Extension to the Traffic Signal Maintenance Services Contract 
Agreement with Siemens Industry, Inc. (Director of Public Works) 

 
City Manager Andy Okoro reported that the three month extension requested is to allow 
staff time to complete the process for the competitive bid process to get started. 
 
M/S BASH/AZEVEDO to approve the requested extension of the Traffic signal 
Maintenance Services Agreement with Siemens Industry, Inc., for three months, 
through September 30, 2015.   The motion was carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: AZEVEDO, BASH, HANNA, HIGGINS 
NOES: NEWTON 
ABSENT: NONE 
ABSTAIN: NONE 
 

2.J. Contract Extension with RKA Consulting Group for Consulting Engineering 
Services. (City Manager) 

 
City Manager Okoro reported that RKA Consulting Group has been serving as the City’s 
designated Contract Engineer since 2006. A new contract was awarded to RKA Consulting 
Group for consulting engineering services (designating Dominic C. Milano as the City 
Engineer and David Gilbertson as the Deputy City Engineer) by the City Council on July 
18, 2012. This agreement provides for an option to extend for additional term. RKA has 
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agreed to extend the term of the current Contract Services Agreement for Consulting City 
Engineering Services for an additional three (3) years through June 30, 2018 
 
In response to Council Member Newton regarding prevailing wage, City Engineer Milano 
said that new law went into effect January 2015 in which public works projects must pay 
prevailing wage for the Public Works Inspector.   
 
Mayor Pro Tem Bash commented on the good work RKA has provided over the years. 
Council Member Azevedo concurred. 
 
Lance Gregory commented that he met with residents and business owners regarding 
building inspection process delays. Mr. Gregory suggested using RKA as well as Wildan to 
expedite the process for residents and businesses.  
 
Ted Hoffman expressed his concerns with the plan checking process and requested 
improvement.  
 
M/S BASH/HANNA to approve a three-year contract extension with RKA Consulting 
Group for consulting engineering services.  The motion was carried by the following 
roll call vote: 
AYES: AZEVEDO, BASH, HANNA, HIGGINS, NEWTON 
NOES: NONE 
ABSENT: NONE 
ABSTAIN: NONE 
 
4. PUBLIC COMMENTS:  
 
Ted Hoffman commented on the Rebuilding Warriors Event on Saturday, August 8, 2015 
at 9:00 a.m. at the George Ingalls Veterans Memorial. Retired Riverside Sheriff Officer, 
and Veteran, Jeff Henderson  will be presenting Service K-9 Lux to USMC First Sergeant 
(Ret) Nate Gomez.  
 
Geoff Kahan commented that Ms. Melanie Oliver has been selected as Grand Marshall for 
the Winter Festival and Parade of Lights. Mr. Kahan also commented on the National Day 
of the Cowboy event, the K-9 presentation at the Veterans Memorial August 8th, the 
Seniors and Pets breakfast on August 8th, and the Concerts in the Park series.   
 
5. CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 

A. A Proposition 218 Majority Protest Vote Hearing to Increase the 
Assessments and if the Majority Protest Does Not Exist, Order the 
Continuation of Landscape Maintenance District and Confirming a Diagram 
and Assessment Providing for an Annual Assessment Levy for Landscape 
Maintenance District  No. 2 (Western Pacific), Tract No. 25779. (City 
Engineer) 

 
City Engineer Dominic Milano reported that this is a continued item from the July 15, 2015 
City Council meeting. The Landscaping and Lighting Act of 1972 requires that an 
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Engineer’s Report for existing Landscape Maintenance Districts (LMDs) must be reviewed 
and approved annually to continue assessments for the districts. The formation of the 
district only allowed for an annual increase not to exceed the Consumer Price Index (CPI). 
The CPI increases in District No.2 have not kept up with the maintenance needs of this 
District. In addition, there has not been an allocation of funds in the District set aside for 
trail fence replacement or drainage structure repairs.  
 
Proposition 218 passed by the California voters in 1996 requires that prior to any increase 
in an assessment, other than CPI increases included in the initial formation of a district, be 
voter approved. A ballot describing the proposed increase (above the CPI) in assessment 
was mailed to the affected property owners per Section 53753 of the Government Code 45 
days prior to this Public Hearing.  This hearing was continued from the July 15, 2015 City 
Council meeting. 

 
Mayor Higgins opened the public hearing indicating that proper notification had 
been made and asked for the appearance of those wishing to speak.   
 
Ted Hoffman commented that he understands the frustrations of LMD 2 residents and said 
that it is important that drains are fixed prior to the rainy season. 
 
Resident of LMD 2 commented that she has seen nothing done in three years; therefore, 
funds should be accumulated without raising taxes. 
 
Resident of LMD 2 commented that he is not seeing where fencing is in poor condition.  
 
Lisa Blake suggested an irrigation drip system on El Paso and Hidden Valley Parkway.   
 
Monica Dietrich commented that the fencing is good condition. Ms. Dietrich suggested 
licensing horses.  
 
Albert Dietrich expressed his concerns with taxes being doubled in one year. He 
suggested a 5-10% per year. Mr. Dietrich also commented that he would like to see 
Corona Avenue opened.  
 
Yohanna Limas commented that there may be an increased number of incidents of graffiti 
on vinyl fencing. She also commented in favor of opening Corona Avenue.  
 
With no one else wishing to speak, Mayor Higgins closed the public hearing 
bringing the discussion back to Council Members. 
 
Mayor Higgins recessed the meeting at 8:27p.m. to allow for the LMD 2 Proposition 
218 ballots to be counted by the City Clerk. Mayor Higgins reconvened the meeting 
at 9:03 p.m. 
 
City Clerk Cheryl Link reported that 123 ballot were received and counted. There were two   
two (2) duplicate ballots; one (1) blank ballot; twelve (12) “yes” votes; and one hundred 
eight (108) “no” votes. Therefore, more than 50 percent of the ballots returned protest the 
increase in assessment. 
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M/S BASH/AZEVEDO to adopt Resolution No. 2015-48 upholding the majority 
protest not to increase the assessment in Landscape Maintenance District No. 2.  
The motion was carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: AZEVEDO, BASH, HANNA, HIGGINS, NEWTON 
NOES: NONE 
ABSENT: NONE 
ABSTAIN: NONE 
 

B. Public Hearing Ordering the Continuation of Landscape Maintenance District 
No. 2 (Western Pacific), Tract 25779, and Confirming a Diagram and 
Assessment and Providing for an Annual Assessment Levy. (City Engineer) 

 
City Engineer Dominic Milano reported that this is a continued item from the July 15, 2015 
City Council meeting. The Landscaping and Lighting Act of 1972 requires that an 
Engineer’s Report for existing Landscape Maintenance Districts (LMDs) must be reviewed 
and approved annually to continue assessments for the districts.  The formation of the 
district allows for an annual increase not to exceed the Consumer Price Index (CPI). The 
CPI ending March 31, 2015 adjustment per parcel assessment in the district is 0.5%. A 
majority protest was received and the City Council just adopted Resolution No. 2015-48 
upholding the majority protest not to increase the assessment. Therefore, it is appropriate 
to adopt Resolution No. 2015-49 ordering the continuation of the District at the 2014 levy 
plus a CPI.  
 
Mayor Higgins opened the public hearing indicating that proper notification had 
been made and asked for the appearance of those wishing to speak.  With no one 
wishing to speak, Mayor Higgins closed the public hearing bringing the discussion 
back to Council Members. 
 
M/S AZEVEDO/BASH to adopt Resolution No. 2015-49 ordering the continuation of 
the Landscaping Maintenance District No. 2 and confirming a diagram and 
assessment and providing for annual assessment levy. The motion was carried by 
the following roll call vote: 
AYES: AZEVEDO, BASH, HANNA, HIGGINS, NEWTON 
NOES: NONE 
ABSENT: NONE 
ABSTAIN: NONE 
 
 

C. Public Hearing Ordering the Continuation of Landscape Maintenance 
Districts and Confirming a Diagram and Assessment and Providing for an 
Annual Assessment Levy for Districts No. 1 – Beazer, Tract 28765; No. 3 – 
Centex, Tract 28626; No. 4 – Norco Ridge Ranch, Tracts 29588 and 29589; 
and No. 5 – Hawk’s Crest, Tract 30230. (City Engineer) 

 
City Engineer Dominic Milano reported that this is a continued item from the July 15, 2015 
City Council meeting. The Landscaping and Lighting Act of 1972 requires that an 
Engineer’s Report for existing Landscape Maintenance Districts (LMDs) must be reviewed 
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and approved annually to continue assessments for the districts.  The formation of the five 
districts allow for an annual increase not to exceed the Consumer Price Index (CPI).  Each 
district requires a six month cash flow reserve to sustain the District from the beginning of 
the fiscal year (July 1) until the City receives from the County of Riverside its first 
assessment payment, six months later.  If the City does not have this reserve, the general 
fund reserves must “carry” the District.  This hearing was continued from the July 15, 2015 
City Council meeting. 
 
Mayor Higgins opened the public hearing indicating that proper notification had 
been made and asked for the appearance of those wishing to speak.   
 
Ted Hoffman commented that other LMDs will reach a point within the next 1-5 years in 
which increased assessments through the Prop 218 process will need to be addressed in 
order to maintain a standard level of service. Mr. Hoffman noted the importance of public 
education.  
 
Jodie Webber said that she has been speaking on this issue for the past five years. She 
thanked the City Council and staff for promoting LMD workshops and public participation. 
Ms. Webber said she supports approval.  
 
With no one else wishing to speak, Mayor Higgins closed the public hearing 
bringing the discussion back to Council Members. 
 
M/S HANNA/BASH to adopt Resolution No. 2015-50, (Beazer); Resolution No. 2015-
51 (Centex); Resolution No. 2015-52, (Norco Ridge Ranch); Resolution No. 2015-53, 
(Hawk’s Crest), ordering the continuation of a Landscaping Maintenance District 
and confirming a Diagram and Assessment and providing for Annual Assessment 
Levy.  The motion was carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: AZEVEDO, BASH, HANNA, HIGGINS, NEWTON 
NOES: NONE 
ABSENT: NONE 
ABSTAIN: NONE 
 

D. Amendments to the City’s General Fee Schedule for Fiscal Year 2015-2016. 
(City Manager) 

 
City Manager Andy Okoro reported that the proposed resolution recommends that some 
user fees for General City Services be adjusted for FY 2015-2016 by the 0.5% change in 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) from April 2014 through April 2015. This hearing was 
continued from the July 15, 2015 City Council meeting. 

 
Mayor Higgins opened the public hearing indicating that proper notification had 
been made and asked for the appearance of those wishing to speak.   
 
Ted Hoffman expressed concern that the current CUP fees do not include the costs to do a 
follow-up inspection to ensure compliance. Mr. Hoffman suggested an annual inspection. 
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With no one else wishing to speak, Mayor Higgins closed the public hearing 
bringing the discussion back to Council Members. 
 
In response to Council Member Azevedo, Director Petree stated that vendor booth fees 
are determined on a case-by-case basis.  Council Member Azevedo suggested 
implementing a structure and criteria.   
 
Council Member Azevedo also suggested a non-resident fee.  
 
In response to Council Member Newton, Director Petree indicated that the new fees for the 
Senior Center Activity Room will not have any impact on seniors or their events at the 
Center.  
 
Council Member Newton commented on the Conditional Use Permit self-compliance 
program and Senior Planner Alma Robles explained the process.  Mayor Higgins 
suggested having the Planning Commission discuss self-compliance. Council Member 
Newton also discussed landscape drawings, which are reviewed by the Planning 
Department. City Manager Okoro clarified that the landscape drawings fee listed under 
Public Works would be if additional work/review is required of the Engineering staff 
members. 
 
In response to Council Member Hanna, Director Petree noted that the camping fee of $18 
per day at Ingalls Park is a new fee because the park now has power available for 
campers.   
 
Mayor Pro Tem Bash suggested that a non-resident fee could be charged and set aside 
for youth who cannot afford to pay for youth programs; or the additional monies could be 
set aside for maintenance for facilities.  Council Member Azevedo said she would like to 
know what surrounding cities are charging for non-residents. Director Petree suggested 
that the fee schedule be approved as is and he will present discussion of non-resident fees 
to the Parks and Recreation Commission.  
 
M/S BASH/HANNA to adopt Resolution No. 2015-55, updating and adjusting fees for 
General City Services.  The motion was carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: AZEVEDO, BASH, HANNA, HIGGINS, NEWTON 
NOES: NONE 
ABSENT: NONE 
ABSTAIN: NONE 
 

E. Ordinance No. 992, First Reading. Code Change 2015-03. Amendment to 
Chapters 1.05 and 3.28 of the Norco Municipal Code Regarding 
Administrative Citation Procedures and Fees. (Planning Director) 

 
The City Council gave direction that Code Enforcement procedures be revised to make the 
process move quicker to compliance. To implement the changes the City Council needs to 
approve a change to the Administrative Policy Manual and to adopt Ordinance No. 992 
changing the citation process and fee schedule. Since this did not involve any changes to 
Chapter 18 of the Norco Municipal Code (zoning) there was no recommendation needed 
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from the Planning Commission.  This hearing was continued from the July 15, 2015 City 
Council meeting and because of a scheduling conflict, this item is being requested to be 
continued to August 19, 2015. 
 
M/S BASH/HANNA to continue the public hearing for Ordinance No. 992 to August 
19, 2015.  The motion was carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: AZEVEDO, BASH, HANNA, HIGGINS, NEWTON 
NOES: NONE 
ABSENT: NONE 
ABSTAIN: NONE 
 
6. PUBLIC HEARING:  
 

A. Rate Adjustment Proposed by Waste Management of the Inland Empire. 
(City Manager) 

 
City Manager Andy Okoro reported that this item was first presented to the City Council on 
May 20, 2015, but the requested increase in service rates was denied by the City Council 
pending Waste Management’s compliance to certain provision of the Franchise 
Agreement. Waste Management has now met the missing requirement and staff is 
recommending that the City Council approve the change in service rates based on the 
change in consumer price index. 
 
Mayor Higgins commented that the Waste Management presentation on manure-to-energy 
was lacking substance. Waste Management fulfilled their contract requirement of 
proposing alternatives.  However, the proposal was not acceptable to the City. Council 
Member Newton said that with the presentation, Waste Management satisfied their 
contract obligation.  The City needs to explore other alternatives.  
 
Mayor Higgins opened the public hearing indicating that proper notification had 
been made and asked for the appearance of those wishing to speak.   
 
Ted Hoffman said that the manure-to-energy issue needs to be resolved and suggested a 
presentation at a Town Hall meeting. 
 
With no one else wishing to speak, Mayor Higgins closed the public hearing 
bringing the discussion back to Council Members. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Bash expressed that the reality is that the Waste Management contract 
was written to help the City solve the problem.  He expressed that he cannot support this 
rate adjustment.  
 
Glenda Chavez, Waste Management Public Sector Representative, stated that Waste 
Management is aware of the issue and looking for the best solution.  
 
Council Member Hanna recalled that the City has been requested manure-to-energy 
meetings since 2010.  
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M/S NEWTON/HANNA to adopt Resolution No. 2015-56, approving Cost of Living 
Adjustments for FY 2015-2016 for Waste Management of the Inland Empire.  The 
motion was carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: AZEVEDO, HANNA, HIGGINS, NEWTON 
NOES: BASH 
ABSENT: NONE 
ABSTAIN: NONE 

 
7. APPEAL HEARING:  
 

A. Appeal Hearing of Conditional Use Permit 2014-32 (Core/Verizon 
Wireless): A request for approval to allow the installation of an unmanned 
wireless telecommunication facility at 1101 Hidden Valley Parkway within the 
Norco Hills Specific Plan. (Planning Director) 
 

The Planning Commission approved Conditional Use Permit (CUP) 2014-32 on May 13, 
2015. The approval included a condition of approval that requires a radio frequency (RF) 
exposure test to be submitted to the Planning Division on an annual basis. The applicant 
filed an appeal to the condition but is looking to amend the CUP condition with the 
Planning Commission first. If the Planning Commission approves the applicant’s request 
then this hearing will be withdrawn. 
 
M/S HANNA/BASH to continue the appeal hearing for CUP 2014-032 to August 19, 
2015.  The motion was carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: AZEVEDO, BASH, HANNA, HIGGINS, NEWTON 
NOES: NONE 
ABSENT: NONE 
ABSTAIN: NONE 
 
 
8. CITY COUNCIL / CITY MANAGER / STAFF COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
Council Member Azevedo suggested that the Fire and Sheriff’s Departments get together 
to create a committee for a 9/11memorial event at the Veterans Memorial. Mayor Higgins 
and Mayor Pro Tem Bash offered their assistance.   
 
Mayor Pro Tem Bash requested an update on the Hamner Avenue Bridge. He also 
requested a status of flood control issues on Crestview Drive.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Bash asked to agendize discussion of traffic calming measures for El Paso 
Drive.  
 
M/S BASH/HIGGINS to agendize discussion of traffic calming measures on El Paso 
Drive.  The motion was carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: AZEVEDO, BASH, HANNA, HIGGINS, NEWTON 
NOES: NONE 
ABSENT: NONE 
ABSTAIN: NONE 
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Mayor Pro Tem Bash requested discussion of tearing down large buildings. City Attorney 
Harper indicated that if the building is in violation of the Norco Municipal Code then the 
City can require to comply; or if not in compliance then the City can place conditions on the 
building. This can be addressed with Code Compliance. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Mayor Higgins adjourned the meeting at 10:10 p.m. 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
Cheryl L. Link, CMC, City Clerk 


