
 
 

CITY OF NORCO 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
   

Wednesday, May 11, 2016 
SilverLakes Equestrian & Sports Park – 5555 Hamner Avenue, Norco, CA 92860 

 

 
CALL TO ORDER:    8:30 a.m. 
 
 
ROLL CALL:   Present: Patrick Malone, Chair 

Brad Renfree, Vice Chair 
Kevin Bash, Mayor/EDAC Member 
Michael Bell, EDAC Member 
Diane Collins, NACC/EDAC Member 
Scott da Rosa, EDAC Member 
Vicki Leonard, EDAC Member 
Bill Schwab, EDAC Member 

Absent:  Ted Hoffman, Council Member/EDAC Member 
Gabriel Martin, EDAC Member 

 

BUSINESS ITEM AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 
1. Tour of SilverLakes Equestrian and Sports Park and Discussion of Joint Outreach 

Opportunities 
 
RJ Brandes of SilverLakes Equestrian and Sports Park discussed his motivations, intent and 
future plans for the project. He gave background on SilverLakes and explained that he has 
invested $50 million in Norco and will invest an additional $50 million throughout future 
development phases. He stated that he plans to deliver 50 weeks of activity per year, which is 
anticipated to bring in thousands of people to the City of Norco every week. Mr. Brandes 
explained that he foresees SilverLakes as a flexible event center – a multi-discipline equestrian 
facility, which will include show jumping, barrel racing and reining events, and a regional, 
national and international soccer facility. Mr. Brandes commented on future plans to build 
covered arenas, as well as a covered event center and a restaurant. He stated that he is a 
proponent of the City of Norco and only intends to send visitors into Norco, as he only 
advertises the Sixth Street I-15 exit in the directions to the facility. Mr. Brandes explained that he 
wants to bring in new businesses to Norco in order to fill vacant lots and increase sales tax 
revenue, and has already approached businesses to develop in Norco. He foresees that 
SilverLakes will increase the visibility and knowledge of Norco, and will also increase property 
values throughout the City.  
 
Kathy Azevedo, a community development representative for SilverLakes, distributed designs of 
the digital freeway sign that will be constructed on the property. SilverLakes will allocate 15% of 
the sign’s time to the City of Norco. Mrs. Azevedo explained that SilverLakes will begin to host a 
variety of new events, including a cross country race, a tamale festival and a farmers’ market, 
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and urged the EDAC to help promote the events. Mr. Brandes stated that these events will be 
hosted in “The Village,” an area in the middle of the property. 
 
Member da Rosa explained that the majority of events held at SilverLakes offer discounts at 
hotels in Ontario, Rancho Cucamonga, Corona, Riverside, Chino Hills and Diamond Bar, and do 
not include any of Norco’s hotels as options for visitors to stay. Mr. Brandes stated that the City 
of Norco is not equipped to handle the number of people who visit SilverLakes because the 
hotels do not have enough beds, therefore visitors must stay outside of the City. 
 
Brooks Bash, a representative for SilverLakes, explained that the facility will also host concerts, 
weddings and corporate events. He presented the potential design of “The Backyard,” a space 
at the back of the property that has the capacity to hold over 10,000 people, two concert stages 
and a lake. 
 
Mr. Brandes stated that the digital freeway sign and “The Backyard” will be completed in 120 
days, the restaurant will be completed in seven months, Phase 1 will be completed in February, 
and Phase 2, which will include a covered event center and an indoor recreation building, will be 
completed before 2019. Mr. Brandes explained that he would like the EDAC to serve as an 
advocacy group for SilverLakes, to help disseminate correct and accurate information about the 
logistics of the project. He proposed that he have a follow-up meeting with the EDAC in three to 
six months. 
 
Mr. Brandes and Mrs. Azevedo took the EDAC on a tour of SilverLakes and pointed out the 
areas that will house the previously discussed future developments. Mr. Brandes explained that 
he strives to provide the Disney-effect for families and the Wimbledon-effect for athletes when 
they visit SilverLakes. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
Chair Malone adjourned the meeting at 10:45 a.m. 
 
 

_________________________ 
Kelli Newton, Marketing Intern 

 
 
 
 


