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The Weekly Spotlight 
NORCO CITY COUNCIL REORGANIZATION 

At its regular meeting held on December 7, 2016, the City Council of the City of Norco 
reorganized as follows: 

Greg Newton, Mayor 
Ted Hoffman, Mayor Pro Tem 

Robin Grundmeyer, Council Member 
Berwin Hanna, Council Member 

Kevin Bash, Council Member 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Mayor Newton               Mayor Pro Tem Hoffman   Council Member Grundmeyer    Council Member Hanna          Council Member Bash 

 

Following the election of Mayor Greg Newton and Mayor Pro Tem Ted Hoffman, the Norco City 
Council awarded outgoing Mayor Kevin Bash with a plaque and applauded the record of 
accomplishments he supported during his tenure as the Mayor of the City of Norco. 
 
The public may contact members of the Norco City Council by phone or email directly through 
the new City of Norco Mobile App, which is available for download in the iTunes App Store and 
the Google Play Store. City Council contact information can also be found on the City website. 
 
View the complete Notice of City Council Reorganization here. 
 
REMEMBERING PEARL HARBOR 

On December 7, 2016, dignitaries and veterans 
from throughout the area gathered for Norco’s 
10th Annual Pearl Harbor Commemorative 
Ceremony, an event made possible through the 
leadership of outgoing Mayor Kevin Bash. The 
moving ceremony, held lakeside at the Naval 
Weapons Station Detachment Norco, marked the 
75th Anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor. 
Emceed by Corona Mayor Dick Haley, the proceedings included presentations by Navy 
Commanding Officers Stephen Murray and Noel Dahlke, as well as Lake Norconian Club 
Foundation President Linda Dixon. Dahlke said Norco had played an important part not only in 
the war, but in handling the aftermath of Pearl Harbor. At 10:48 a.m., the time of the attack in 
1941, the ceremony paused for a haunting 21-gun salute, aerial flyover and rendition of Taps. 
To veterans from all wars, as well as our troops around the world: Thank you for your service! 
 
The ceremony was covered by the Press Enterprise, ABC, and NBC. 

http://www.norco.ca.us/default.asp
http://www.norco.ca.us/default.asp
http://apple.co/2gKz8AY
http://bit.ly/2gKsGdl
http://www.norco.ca.us/government/council/default.asp
http://bit.ly/2ggq5a9
http://www.pe.com/articles/harbor-820377-pearl-carroll.html
http://abc7.com/news/pearl-harbor-survivors-mark-attacks-75th-anniversary-in-norco/1645254/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/on-air/as-seen-on/Veterans-Remember-Pearl-Harbor-on-75th-Anniversary_Los-Angeles-405352706.html
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TOUR OF SILVERLAKES 

Several City employees had the opportunity to take group tours of SilverLakes Equestrian and 
Sports Park today.  This tour was the first organized visit by City employees since the facility 
opened in September of 2015. During the tour, many employees were able to see, for the first 
time, the scope of current improvements that have been constructed and hear from Mr. R.J. 
Brandes, who discussed planned improvements that are currently underway. Given that 
SilverLakes is a private-public project, I think it is very important that City employees are well 
informed about the project in order to better respond to questions/inquiries from residents 
and other public agencies.  

HAMNER BRIDGE PROJECT UPDATE 

On Tuesday, December 6, 2016, the Riverside County Board of Supervisors approved a $2.2 
million Engineering Services Agreement between the County of Riverside serving as 
Responsible Agency and T.Y. Lin International for Preliminary Engineering Report and 
Environmental Clearance for the replacement of the Hamner Avenue Bridge at the Santa Ana 
River. The City of Norco is the Lead Agency for purposes of California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA). This contract will be funded approximately with 89% federal funds and 11% local funds 
from Transportation Uniform Mitigation Fees (TUMF) administered by Western Riverside 
Councils of Government (WRCOG).  Although, the sufficiency rating of the bridge exceeds the 
threshold 50 rating for total replacement, the local agencies including the cities of Norco and 
Eastvale; and Riverside County believes that the most cost effective option is to replace the 
existing 75 year-old bridge which has been deemed structurally and hydraulically deficient. The 
project will replace the existing 2-lane bridge with a minimum of 4-lane or potentially a 6-lane 
bridge.       

CITY MANAGER UPDATE 

HUMAN RESOURCES UPDATE 
CONGRATULATIONS! 

Julia Murray, Account Clerk III was presented with her 20 year 
anniversary pin by City Manager Andy Okoro on December 7th.  Ms. 
Murray is unable to attend the City’s Employee Appreciation 
Luncheon so co-workers helped celebrate her anniversary at a 
potluck luncheon in her honor.  Ms. Murray was hired on July 29, 
1996 and has been serving City residents for slightly over 20 years. 
Her co-workers are grateful for her expertise, thoughtfulness, and 
generosity throughout the years.  The City appreciates Ms. Murray’s 
dedication and continuous hard work in providing service to City 
residents.  

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/city-of-norco/id1176687988?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.civicapps.norco&hl=en
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HUMAN RESOURCES UPDATE CONT. 
WELCOME TO NORCO! 

 
 

Daniel Vinnedgearaujo is a recent hire with the Parks Maintenance 
Division as a Driver/General Labor Assistant.  Daniel has experience 
working in the Park Maintenance/Management field through San 
Bernardino County Regional Parks.  Daniel also has many years in the 
construction industry which will be very useful in his position with the 
City.  Welcome Daniel!  

DEPARTMENT/POSITION DESCRIPTION 

  
  

PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
Planning Aide 

  
Part-Time 

20 hours/week 
Maximum 999 hours in fiscal year 

HOURLY RATE:  $12.00/hour 
  
BENEFITS: 
Sick time accrual, one hour for every 30 hours worked with a 48 
hour accrual maximum.  The City does not participate in Social 
Security.  In lieu of social security, employee contributes 5% 
and City contributes 2.5% in a 457 plan. 
  
EXAMPLES OF TYPICAL DUTIES: 
Provides excellent customer service. 
  
Assists the public at the counter and on the telephone; assists 
with processing of development review and other permit 
applications. 
  
Responds to inquiries and provides information related to 
zoning and application documents. 
  
Responds to inquiries related to the General Plan, Zoning Code 
and other requirements pertaining to development and use of 
property; assists with processing applications for signs, special 
events and other minor planning applications; receives 
applications for development projects and reviews for submittal 
standards. 
  
Assists in the preparation of basic planning documents and 
attachments. 
  
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: 
Education and/or Experience: 
Graduation from high school or equivalent, supplemented by 
college level courses in the development/planning field. 
  
Knowledge, Skills, and Abilities: 
General knowledge of planning principles and practices and of 
development requirements.  Knowledge of general office 
procedures, including skill in the use of a personal computer 
and the operation of a variety of office equipment, and basic 
knowledge of related computer software such as Word, & 
Excel.  Ability to communicate effectively both in person and on 
the telephone; gather and compile data; understand and follow 
verbal and written directions; establish and maintain 
cooperative working relationships. 

THE CITY IS HIRING – FEATURED POSITION 

If you are qualified and would like to apply for any of the City’s open positions, complete a City 
of Norco employment application.  Application may be downloaded from the City’s website 
here. Detailed job postings for all City open positions are available on the City website. 

https://twitter.com/CityofNorco
http://www.norco.ca.us/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=4492
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PARKS AND RECREATION UPDATE 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE 
WELCOME TO EDAC 

The Economic Development Advisory Council (EDAC) is proud to welcome new members 
Antonio Barreto, Chris Muller and Ashley Etchison, selected by the City Council from a total of 
eight (8) outstanding applicants at its meeting of December 7, 2016. Mr. Barreto is a longtime 
Norco resident and local business owner, Mr. Muller is the General Manager of Browning 
Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram, and Ms. Etchison is a Norco resident and Apprenticeship Director at 
the Career & Technical Education (CTE) department at Norco College. These new appointees 
will bring diverse skills and insights to the EDAC. 
 

NEXT ACT 
Act 1 Construction, the next honoree of the City’s Business Appreciation Initiative, will be 
recognized by the City Council at its meeting of December 21, 2016. The company has 
generously supported local programs and events, including working tirelessly on the George A. 
Ingalls Veterans Memorial Plaza. The Economic Development Advisory Council (EDAC) 
nominates honorees for this program, which recognizes enterprises, whether Fortune 500 
corporations or mom-and-pop merchants, making meaningful contributions to the community. 
 

SCORE AN ASSIST FOR WRCOG 

The City has submitted its final invoice for progress payments on a $38,650 grant received by 
the Western Riverside Council of Governments (WRCOG) for economic development marketing 
activities. This grant, which has been used to reimburse staff and material expenses, as well as 
attendance at retail industry trade shows, has been extremely valuable and the City of Norco is 
greatly appreciative of WRCOG’s continued support. Staff is constantly exploring other grant 
opportunities to leverage existing City funding. 
 
DOG CHOW IN HORSE COUNTRY 

A Purina dog food commercial is scheduled to be shot at a private residence on Thoroughbred 
Lane, December 13-14. The City strongly encourages film shoots because they heighten the 
exposure of Horsetown USA and generate tax revenue for the City, as their crews—in this case, 
the cast and crew totals about 25 people—may dine in local restaurants, purchase gas and 
equipment, and stay in local hotels. Staff continues to develop relationships with location 
scouts who have the opportunity to recommend Norco to their clients in the advertising and 
entertainment industries. 

HORSETOWN USA CELEBRATES THE MAGIC OF CHRISTMAS SEASON 

Join us this Saturday, December 10, 2016, for Breakfast with Santa, Christmas Festival and the 
Horsetown Parade of Lights presented by Browning Dodge and Hemborg Ford!   

 Breakfast with Santa is from 9am-11am at Nellie Weaver Hall – $5 per person. 
 The Christmas Festival is from 9am-9pm at Nellie Weaver Hall and 4H Pole Barns – $5 

Activity Wristbands for holiday train, rock wall, video gaming truck, Santa’s workshop, 
bounce house/slide, pony rides and petting zoo, and Frosty’s Tot Lot.   Food and craft/retail 
vendors will be available.  Live entertainment! 

 Horsetown Parade of Lights begins at 5pm sharp from Corona Avenue to Ingalls Park – 
Free! 

 -Grand Marshal – Burt Ward, “Robin” from the original Batman celebrating 50 years!  
 Come see the Bat Mobile! 
 -Honorary Marshals – Beacon Hill Assembly of God and Party Pardners 
 
Click here for full details of this event. 

http://www.facebook.com/cityofnorco
https://vimeo.com/cityofnorco
http://WWW.NORCO.CA.US
http://WWW.NORCO.CA.US
http://bit.ly/2gC56zl
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PARKS AND RECREATION UPDATE CONT. 
GIVE THE GIFT OF HONOR THIS CHRISTMAS 

Gift certificates to purchase Memorial Bricks for the George A. Ingalls Veteran’s Memorial Plaza 
will be on sale at the Christmas Festival on Saturday, December 10, 2016, at the activity 
wristband booth from 9am-8pm.  Prices range from $100-$250 each.  Memorial Bricks can also 
be purchased online at www.ingallsveteransmemorial.donationbricks.com.  For further 
information, please contact the Parks and Recreation Department at (951) 270-5632, Monday-
Thursday 8am-6pm.  
 
CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS WHILE SAVING MONEY AND ENERGY 

Western Riverside Energy Leader Partnership 2016 Holiday LED Light Exchange & FREE Energy 
Efficiency Kit will be at this year’s Christmas Festival on Saturday, December 10, 2016, at Nellie 
Weaver Hall from 9am-9pm! This is a great opportunity to exchange your old holiday lights for 
new LED holiday lights and receive a FREE energy efficiency starter kit. This opportunity is 
available, at NO COST, to all Southern California Edison (SCE) and Southern California Gas 
Company (SoCalGas) residential customers in Western Riverside County! Supplies are limited. 
For more information, contact Anthony Segura, Western Riverside Council of Governments, at 
(951) 955-8389 or segura@wrcog.cog.ca.us 
 
HEADING TO THE CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

Norco Junior All-American Football’s Jr. Micro Division 1 team (7-8 year olds) will be competing 
in the Super Bowl Championship game on December 10, 2016, at 9:00 a.m. at Martin Luther 
King High School in Riverside.  We are very excited for these boys and wish them the best!  Go 
NORCO! 
 
“SECRET SANTA” BRINGING JOY TO SENIORS 

The Rose M. Eldridge Senior Center is hosting “Secret Santa for Seniors,” to provide gifts, bring 
smiles and warm the hearts of our community’s aging adults.  If you would like to donate to this 
program, simply pick a gift idea ornament from the Center’s “Secret Santa Tree,” during regular 
business hours between November 14 and December 12, 2016, purchase the item listed on the 
ornament and return the gift (wrapped or unwrapped) to the Rose M. Eldridge Senior Center by 
Monday, December 12, 2016. Monetary donations are also welcome. Monetary donations will 
be used to purchase additional gifts for seniors.  For more information, please call (951) 270-
5647.  Thank you for your support! 
 
NORCO HORSEWEEK SUPPORTS SENIORS 

A HUGE THANK YOU to Norco Horseweek and their generous sponsors for their donation of 
$10,000 to the Rose M. Eldridge Senior Center!  This money will support improvements at the 
facility, which increases the quality of life for aging adults.   
 

GEORGE INGALLS EQUESTRIAN EVENT CENTER 

DATE: EVENT: TIME: EVENT DETAILS: 

12/8-12/15 George Ingalls Veterans Memorial Plaza 8 a.m. – Dusk Veterans Memorial Plaza 

12/8 NO Community Barrel Racing Resumes 12/15 NO Community Barrel Racing 

12/7-12/9 E.A.G.A.L.A—Private Event 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. Arena Level 

12/10 Modjeska Mavericks Gymkhana Horse 
Show 8 a.m. –5 p.m. Clark Arena 

12/10 Breakfast w/Santa & Christmas Festival 
and Parade of Lights Events 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Nellie Weaver Hall 

12/12-12/14 Open Recreational Riding 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. Clark Arena 

12/15 Community Barrel Racing 5 p.m. – 9 p.m. Moreno Arena 

https://www.facebook.com/norcoanimalshelter/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://www.facebook.com/norcoanimalshelter/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
http://www.ingallsveteransmemorial.donationbricks.com
https://www.facebook.com/sce/
https://www.facebook.com/SoCalGas/
https://www.facebook.com/SoCalGas/
https://www.facebook.com/WRCOG/
mailto:segura@wrcog.cog.ca.us
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CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT 

PROJECTS 

SCHEDULE 

HERE 

PUBLIC WORKS UPDATE 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT UPDATE 

HOLIDAY SPIRIT 

In the spirit of the holidays, the 
Public Works Department got 
together for their 5th Annual 
Spark of Love event. The “Spark 
of Love Toy Drive Fund” was 
created in 2004 at the California 
Community Foundation to 
provide toys and sports 
equipment for underserved 
children in Southern California 
during the holiday season. Field 
operations and office staff members went above and beyond to provide donations, with the 
mindset to outdo themselves from the previous years.  

  ADDRESS: DESCRIPTION: 

POTABLE MAIN 

LINE REPAIRS 
3182 Temescal Avenue 10” Steel main line repaired with 

full circle stainless steel clamp 

  3290 Temescal Avenue Two separate leaks repaired with 
full circle stainless steel clamp 

  4166 Valley View Avenue 6” steel mainline repaired with full 
circle stainless steel repair clamp 

STREETS Corona Avenue/ River Drive Stop sign reinstalled 

TREES California Avenue 
Pedley Avenue 

First Street 
Seventh Street 
Corona Avenue 

Valley View Avenue 
Hillside Avenue 

  
  

Due to the wind event over the 
weekend, dozens of tree limbs 

were removed from the trails and 
right of way. 

BUILDING DIVISION 

Permit Applications: 13 (2 commercial, 11 residential) 

Building Permits Issued: 10 (2 commercial, 8 residential) 

Valuation of Construction: $ 215,688.24 

Building Fees Collected: $ 6,545.01 

Field Inspections: 39   

http://www.norco.ca.us/depts/ed/housing_assistance_programs.asp
http://www.norco.ca.us/depts/pw/capital_improvement_projects.asp
http://www.norco.ca.us/depts/pw/capital_improvement_projects.asp
http://www.norco.ca.us/depts/pw/capital_improvement_projects.asp
http://www.norco.ca.us/depts/pw/capital_improvement_projects.asp
http://www.norco.ca.us/depts/pw/capital_improvement_projects.asp
http://www.norco.ca.us/depts/pw/capital_improvement_projects.asp
http://www.norco.ca.us/depts/pw/capital_improvement_projects.asp
http://www.norco.ca.us/depts/pw/capital_improvement_projects.asp
http://www.norco.ca.us/depts/pw/capital_improvement_projects.asp
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nixle.com 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT UPDATE CONT. 
CODE ENFORCEMENT DIVISION 

  2015 2016 

Total Cases: 313 338 

Open Cases:   46 

New Cases:   20 

Cites Issued:   6 

Closed Cases:   9 

Yard Sign Removal:   24 

MEETINGS/JOINT INSPECTIONS 

Joint Inspection Joint inspection with a receivership company for a compliance 
update on a property that was ordered into receivership to be 
cleaned up. 

Meeting Meeting with various departments and Hidden Valley Golf 
Course staff to address maintenance issues on golf course 
property. 

PLANNING DIVISION 

APPROVED SPECIAL EVENTS 

12/1/16 – 7/1/17 Temporary food  and service modulars (SilverLakes) 

11/28 – 12/31 Christmas tree lot, 3523 Hamner Avenue 

12/1 – 12/24 Christmas tree lot, 3841 Old Hamner Road 

NEW APPLICATIONS 

Conditional Use Permit (0 commercial,1 residential) 

PROJECT UPDATES 

Holiday Inn Express Applicant is finalizing architectural plans for presentation to the 
Planning Commission for approval. 

Striders The applicant renewed their building permit which is still active. 
It is not certain when construction will resume but the applicant 
has stated in recent update conversations that they are very 
much committed to completing the Norco restaurant once the 
San Diego restaurant is operating smoothly. 

Egg Ranch The trust that is managed by Wells Fargo is continuing to work 
with potential buyers on final details for the sale of the property. 
There are no updates on potential land use plans or when a sale 
is anticipated. 

SURROUNDING JURISDICTIONS 

Corona - Notice of Availability of a Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report for 394.8 
acres located in the Corona Sphere of Influence south of the proposed westerly extension of 
Foothill Parkway, east of Paseo Grande and west of Trudy Way for annexation into the city 
and proposed development of 292 single family homes and open space. The EIR public review 
period is 11/16/16 to 12/30/16. 

http://www.norco.ca.us/news/displaynews.asp?NewsID=490&TargetID=48
http://www.norco.ca.us/news/displaynews.asp?NewsID=490&TargetID=48
http://www.nixle.com
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FISCAL AND SUPPORT SERVICES UPDATE 

NORCO SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT UPDATE 

BILL PROCESSING 

Staff mailed out 1,917 utility bills to Group 4 customers and assessed penalties to 341 
delinquent accounts totaling $5,516.  We also mailed out 245 delinquent notices and billed for 
tag fees totaling $3,920 to Group 3 utility customers that had not paid their bill on time.   
 
BUSINESS LICENSE AND CASH RECEIPTS 

There were 13 new business license applications received during the week totaling $2,052.  
Staff processed a combined total of 1,976 cash receipts from the building counter, Parks and 
Recreation, utility customers and other miscellaneous accounts receivables totaling $738,774.  
The City received $32,541 from Fairfield Inn for transient occupancy tax this week; from Balboa 
received $32,206 for the Silverlakes lease and $48,339 as a loan payment.  
 
MISCELLANEOUS ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE 

A total of 48 miscellaneous accounts receivable invoices were sent to individuals/agencies 
totaling $80,869.  Miscellaneous accounts receivable invoices are sent to bill for EMS services, 
hydrant meter billing, damage to City property, encroachment permits, loan payments, trash 
billing to California Rehabilitation Center and any other services provided by the City other than 
utility billing and business licenses.  

 

BLUE LIGHTS 

The blue lights are symbolic of our remembrance of those officers who 
have lost their lives in the line of duty. During this holiday season, join us 
as we pay tribute to our fallen officers by displaying blue lights now 
through January 1, 2017. 
 
 
 

ADVISORY REGARDING NEW YEAR’S EVE CELEBRATIONS 

Celebrate the holidays safely and responsibly. Don’t fire guns into the air. Call 911 to report any 
illegal shootings. New Year's Eve is a holiday that is celebrated everywhere. Unfortunately, 
some people celebrate the arrival of the New Year by firing guns into the air when the clock 
strikes midnight. This can turn a joyous event into a tragedy.  
 
The Riverside County Sheriff's Department would like to ensure a safe holiday for everyone in 
our community this New Year's Eve. It is important for the public to know that stray bullets 
have been known to penetrate walls, roofs, and cars, injuring and killing innocent people. To 
make our neighborhoods safer, the Riverside County Sheriff's Department will be enforcing a 
Zero-Tolerance Policy regarding the negligent discharge of a firearm on New Year's Eve. 
Deputies from the Riverside County Sheriff's Department will arrest all individuals found 
discharging firearms. If convicted under California Penal Code section 246.3, these individuals 
could face felony charges, punishable by incarceration in the state prison.  
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CAL FIRE/FIRE DEPARTMENT UPDATE 

NORCO SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT UPDATE CONT. 
REMEMBER, WHAT GOES UP WILL COME DOWN.  
• Shooting a gun into the air is a felony.  
• If you’re arrested for shooting a gun into the air, you will be prosecuted to the fullest extent 
of the law.  
• If a stray bullet from your gun should kill someone, you will be arrested and charged with 
murder.  
• People involved in celebrating the holidays by shooting their guns do not realize the danger 
posed by their actions.  
• A bullet fired into the air can climb up to two miles. When it falls back to earth, it can reach a 
speed of 300 to 700 feet per second traveling at a fatal velocity.  
• Celebrate the holidays safely and responsibly. Don’t fire guns into the air. Any person, who 
observes someone preparing to, or discharging a firearm, is asked to immediately call 9-1-1 to 
report the incident. 

RESIDENTIAL FIRE 

On December 3, 2016, CAL FIRE/Riverside County Fire responded to multiple reports of a 
structure fire with victims trapped in the City of Norco. The first arriving Engine Company 
reported a confirmed fire and initiated Rescue Mode. The occupants were quickly located on 
the exterior of the structure. Firefighters immediately transitioned to an aggressive interior fire 
attack and were able to contain the fire to two rooms and the patio despite being battered by 
50mph Santa Ana Winds. Two occupants suffered minor injuries and were treated by 
Firefighter Paramedics. Although the fire was held to two rooms there was significant heat and 
smoke damage throughout the remainder of the residence. 
 
PUBLIC EDUCATION 

On Thursday, December 8, 2016, a group of second grade students from Sierra Vista 
Elementary School visited Fire Station 47.  Students had the opportunity to  tour the fire station 
and fire engine, climb the training tower, try on gear, listen to Fire Fighters speak about Fire 
Safety, and participate in a question and answer session.   

http://www.norco.ca.us/cityhall/council/strategic_plan.asp
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CAL FIRE/FIRE DEPARTMENT UPDATE CONT. 
RESPONSE ACTIVITY – NORCO 

Incidents Reported Between 11/30/16 to 12/6/16 

False Alarm: 4 

Medical: 29 

Residential Fire: 1 

Public Service Assist: 3 

Standby: 6 

INCIDENT TOTAL: 43 

RIVERSIDE COUNTY FIRE WEEKLY ACTIVITY REPORT – NORCO 
12/1/16 to 12/7/16 

Plan Reviews Total 

All Plan Reviews 10 

Inspections Total 

Annuals 3 

New Construction 4 

Meetings and Other Total 

Meeting 1 

Training 1 

http://www.norco.ca.us/mycity/
http://www.norco.ca.us/mycity/

