
 
 

 
 

CITY OF NORCO 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
   

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 
City Hall – Conference Rooms A & B, 2870 Clark Avenue, Norco, CA 92860 

 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER:    8:18 a.m. 
 
ROLL CALL:   Present: Scott da Rosa, Chair 

Ashley Etchison, Vice Chair 
Diane Collins, Member 
Michael Kayl, Member 
Vicki Leonard, Member 
Patrick Malone, Member 
Susan Olmstead-Bowen, Member 
Michael Ryan, Member 

Absent: Antonio Barreto, Member 
Nicole Hansen, Member 
Chris Muller, Member 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   Member Patrick Malone 
 
1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 
A. EDAC Regular Meeting Minutes of October 23, 2018 

 
M/S MALONE/OLMSTEAD-BOWEN to approve the regular meeting minutes of October 23, 
2018, as presented. The motion was carried by the following roll call vote:  
AYES: COLLINS, DA ROSA, ETCHISON, KAYL, LEONARD, MALONE, OLMSTEAD-
BOWEN, RYAN 
NOES: NONE 
ABSENT: BARRETO, HANSEN, MULLER 
ABSTAIN: NONE 
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 
No public comments were made. 
 
3. DISCUSSION / ACTION ITEMS: 
 

A. Discussion on the Economic Potential of the Proposed CarMax Dealership at the 
Southwest Corner of Second Street and Valley View Avenue  
 

Consultant Grody presented background information on the proposed CarMax dealership off of 
the I-15 Freeway at the intersection of Second Street and Valley View Avenue. 
 
Mark Ostoich, CarMax’s real estate attorney, presented an economic overview of the proposed 
development. He explained that the facility would create 40-45 local jobs and would generate 
$40-60 million a year in revenue. In addition, he discussed how the facility would become a 
destination point and would attract visitors from surrounding areas into Norco. 
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The EDAC members discussed the benefits and drawbacks of the proposed CarMax 
development. The benefits included significant new sales tax revenue and how the facility would 
enhance the existing Auto Mall, while the drawbacks included increased traffic on Second Street 
and the effects on the surrounding residential area. Ultimately, the EDAC members agreed that 
construction of residential homes on the property is highly unlikely, and that a CarMax facility 
would be more economically beneficial for the community compared to alternative uses, such as 
high-density housing. 
 
M/S LEONARD/KAYL to recommend to the Planning Commission and City Council that 
the proposed CarMax development is the highest and best economic use of the property 
at the southwest corner of Second Street and Valley View Avenue. The motion was 
carried by the following roll call vote:  
AYES: COLLINS, DA ROSA, ETCHISON, KAYL, LEONARD, MALONE, OLMSTEAD-
BOWEN, RYAN 
NOES: NONE 
ABSENT: BARRETO, HANSEN, MULLER 
ABSTAIN: NONE 

 
B. Verbal Discussion to Determine 2019 EDAC Recommendation Topics 

 
The EDAC members identified four economic development strategies to discuss in 2019, in 
which they could transform into actionable recommendations to the City Council. The strategies 
included: the emerging photonics industry in Norco, small business support and retention 
programs, enhancing beautification throughout the community, and making Norco a destination. 
In future meetings, perhaps on a quarterly basis, the members will discuss specific tactics and 
subsequent formal recommendations that relate to each of the four strategies. 
 
M/S LEONARD/DA ROSA to recommend that EDAC discuss four economic development 
strategies—the emerging photonics industry in Norco, small business support and 
retention programs, enhancing beautification throughout the community, and making 
Norco a destination—throughout 2019. The motion was carried by the following roll call 
vote:  
AYES: COLLINS, DA ROSA, ETCHISON, KAYL, LEONARD, MALONE, OLMSTEAD-
BOWEN, RYAN 
NOES: NONE 
ABSENT: BARRETO, HANSEN, MULLER 
ABSTAIN: NONE 
 
4. EDAC / STAFF COMMUNICATIONS: 

 
A. City Manager Update  

 
City Manager Okoro explained that City staff is strategizing how to form the Measure R Citizens’ 
Oversight Committee. 
 

B. Economic Development Update 
 
Consultant Grody did not have a formal update. 
 

C. Upcoming Event Announcements 
 
Member Olmstead-Bowen announced the Pearl Harbor Day Ceremony on December 7, 2018. 
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D. Request for Items on Future Agendas (within the purview of the EDAC) 
 
No items were requested. 
 

E. Next Regular Meeting Scheduled: January 22, 2019 
 
Chair da Rosa announced that the next regular meeting is scheduled on January 22, 2019. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Chair da Rosa adjourned the meeting at 9:34 a.m. 
 
 
 

_____________________________ 
                        Kelli Newton, Management Analyst 


