
  MINUTES 
  CITY OF NORCO 
 STREETS, TRAILS AND UTILITIES COMMISSION MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 2820 CLARK AVENUE 
 FEBRUARY 1, 2010 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER: Chair Hedges called the meeting order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2. ROLL CALL: Commissioners Present: Mauro, Walker, Showalter, 

 Hedges, Burtt 
 
  Commissioners Absent:  Hickey, Hutnik, Turpin 
 
3. STAFF PRESENT: William R. Thompson, Director of Public Works 
  Terry Piorkowski, Public Works Superintendent 
  Rose Matthews, Executive Secretary 
       
4.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   Commissioner Burtt 
 
5. PUBLIC COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS: 
 
Donald Hicok, 4989 California Av, noted he is a longtime resident of Norco, noted there 
are no speed limit signs in the area of California Av and North St and is requesting “no 
parking in horse trail” signs in the area. 
 
The Director discussed prima fascia speed laws and 25 mph residential speed limit 
signs.  He indicated that the Public Works Department would place speed limit signs 
and no parking in trail signs and will be researching additional signage and the 
possibility of adding reflective markers.   
 
Discussion was held.   
 
Bonnie Slager, 3829 Valley View Av, noted that traversing horses from one side of town 
to the other is difficult at best without using a trailer.  She also discussed the new 
Alhambra crossing and requested the Commission explore moving the trail on Detroit 
St. to the center of the street.  
 
The Director encouraged new ideas, and indicated staff would look into options 
involving equestrian crossing on Detroit Street.  
 
Discussion was held. 
 
Denise Shoemaker, 1439 Detroit St, wanted to voice her support to NHA for their 
suggestion of putting their trail in the middle of the street. 
 
Discussion was held.  
 
6. TO BE READ BY THE CHAIR: “All discretionary actions before the Streets, Trails 
and Utilities Commission are advisory in nature and final actions will be confirmed, 
modified, or deleted by the City Council.” 
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7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
 A. December 7, 2009 
 
There were corrections to the minutes including roll call attendance corrections, 
commingled (spell check), add “to be included on a future agenda” item on sharing 
personal backgrounds of each Commissioner and add Jim Turpin to the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
M/S Showalter/Mauro to approve the minutes of December 7, 2009 with the noted 
changes. 
 
Motion carried by the following vote. 
 
AYES:  Mauro, Walker, Showalter, Hedges, Burtt 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Hickey, Hutnik, Turpin 
ABSTAIN: None 
 
8. NEW DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 

A. Request to Allow Parking in the Equestrian Trail for a Special Event 
 
The Director presented the request to allow parking in the equestrian trail for a 
fundraising effort at 2471 Valley View Av.  The Director noted this had been approved 
for a previous fundraiser with no reported problems. 
 
M/S Showalter/Mauro to allow parking in the equestrian trail for a special fundraising 
event on Saturday, February 27, 2010 from 5pm to 11pm. 
 
Motion carried by the following vote.   
 
AYES:  Mauro, Walker, Showalter, Hedges, Burtt 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Hickey, Hutnik, Turpin 
ABSTAIN: None 
 

B. Acceptance of Bids and Award of Contract for the Annual On Call Street 
Maintenance Program 

 
The Director presented the report on the acceptance of bids and award of contract for 
the annual on call street maintenance program naming Caliber Paving Company, Inc. 
as the apparent low bidder. 
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Commissioner Showalter inquired regarding the amounts that may be used for street 
maintenance. 
 
The Director noted the various funding budgets that pertain to the street maintenance 
budget. 
 
Commissioner Showalter inquired regarding the dates noted on the contract and when 
this contract expires – how soon can a new bid go out? 
 
The Director noted the contract will use the $75,000 amount in the next 6 months.  
During the last few months materials have become less expensive.  The Director will be 
negotiating with the contractor to bring the contract back for an additional six months at 
the same contractual pricing. 
 
Commissioner Mauro mentioned City speed limits and street conditions and inquired if 
drivers could travel more slowly. 
 
The Director noted that the traffic laws take street conditions into play.  
 
Commissioner Hedges noted his disappointment that local contractors did not submit 
lower bids.   
 
M/S Showalter/Walker to recommend to City Council to accept the Bids and Award the 
Contract for the Annual On Call Street Maintenance Program. 
 
Motion carried by the following vote.   
 
AYES:  Mauro, Walker, Showalter, Hedges, Burtt 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Hickey, Hutnik, Turpin 
ABSTAIN: None 
 

C. Appropriation of Additional Funds for the Reservoir No. 4 Booster Pump 
Station Project 

 
The Director presented the report for the appropriation of additional funds for Reservoir 
No. 4 Booster Pump Station project.  The requested appropriation was based on the 
contractor finding rock “extraordinary rock” which is a provision of the contract 
specifications. 
 
Commissioner Hedges inquired if SCE accepted any responsibility for their error. 
 
The Director indicated, yes.  
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Commissioner Showalter inquired if the proposed new reservoir on Corydon Av is tied 
to Metropolitan Water. 
 
The Director noted that no, it was not. 
 
Discussion was held. 
 
M/S Showalter/Burtt to recommend the City Council approve the appropriation of 
additional funds for the Reservoir No. 4 Booster Pump Station Project. 
 
Motion carried by the following vote.   
 
AYES:  Mauro, Walker, Showalter, Hedges, Burtt 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Hickey, Hutnik, Turpin 
ABSTAIN: None 
 
9. CONTINUED DISCUSSION ITEMS:  
 
 A. Waste-to-Energy Project  
 
The Director brought the Commission up to date on the Waste-to-Energy Project and 
discussed the possibility of alternative energy sources.   
 
Discussion was held. 
 
 B. WRCRWA Expansion Update 
 
The Director brought the Commission up-to-date on the WRCRWA Expansion Update 
 
Discussion was held. 
 
 C. Chino Desalter Authority “CDA” Expansion Project. 
 
The Director brought the Commission up-to-date on the CDA expansion project. 
 
Discussion was held. 
 
10. VERBAL UPDATES ON STREETS/TRAILS/UTILITIES ISSUES:    
 
The Director gave verbal updates on the following. 
 
 A.  Arsenic Removal Plant – modifications for waste line pipeline 
 
 B. Third Street at Hamner Avenue – discussed traffic/trail circulation element 
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 C. Storm Update – approximately 23,000 sandbags were placed 
 
11. OTHER MATTERS: 
 
Commissioner Burtt noted the arena at Ingalls Park is flooded and wonders why it isn’t 
pumped out. 
 
The Director noted that he would speak to the Parks Director regarding the arena. 
 
Commissioner Burtt noted there were some unauthorized people using equipment at 
Ingalls Park over the weekend. 
 
The Director noted that he is looking into the incident. 
 
Commissioner Burtt also inquired regarding the alternative trail fence material. 
 
Terrence Piorkowski, PW Superintendent, noted the alternative trail fence material 
would be placed on a future agenda as the product was not faring as well as once 
originally thought. 
 
Commissioner Showalter inquired of the “sharing trash” in order to save on residential 
monthly billing. 
 
The Director noted he would ask Waste Management. 
 
Commissioner Mauro inquired if you could “opt out” of trash billing. 
 
The Director noted that, yes, the Norco Municipal Code allows self-hauling based on 
minimum criteria. 
 
Commissioner Showalter inquired of the North Drive traffic calming situation.   
 
Commissioner Showalter would like the STUC to prioritize the street maintenance list 
and noted some examples of how to do that.  Areas that need to be addressed are 
heavy uses and parks areas. 
 
The Director noted a sampling of the street maintenance areas.   
 
Commissioner Showalter inquired of the Hidden Valley Pkwy street striping. 
 
The Director noted that the striping would be scheduled after the rainy season.   
 
TP, PW Superintendent noted that Caltrans would not object. 
 
Discussion was held. 
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Commissioner Hedges inquired regarding trail encroachment removals. 
 
The Director noted that the RDA funds were currently on hold. 
 
TP, PW Superintendent noted that many of the residents are very cooperative and have 
removed the encroachments themselves.   
 
Commissioner Hedges wondered if the traffic/trail circulation element be added to the 
agenda. 
 
The Director noted it was important and would be added in the future. 
 
Commissioner Showalter noted that in May, a letter was received from Mary Kruger 
regarding the intersection of Third Street/Hillside Avenue.  He inquired of the status for 
the intersection. 
 
The Director noted he has seen the two options.  The first one had been denied and 
there was a concern issue with one of the resident on the other, although the hydrant 
has already been moved. 
 
Discussion was held. 
 
12. ADJOURNMENT:  9:37 p.m. 
 
Meeting adjourned to March 1, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.  
 
M/S Showalter/Mauro to adjourn at 9:37 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
William R. Thompson 
Director of Public Works 
 
 
/rmm 
 
 


