
MINUTES 
CITY OF NORCO 

CITY COUNCIL/COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
REGULAR MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 2820 CLARK AVENUE 
APRIL 6, 2011 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Pro Tem Bash called the meeting to order at 
4:35 p.m. 

 
ROLL CALL:     Mayor Berwin Hanna, Absent 

      Mayor Pro Tem Kevin Bash, Present 
       Council Member Kathy Azevedo, Present 
       Council Member Greg Newton, Present 
   Council Member Harvey C. Sullivan, Present 
 

 Staff Present: Carlson, Cooper, Groves, Jacobs, King, 
Okoro, Petree, and Thompson 

 
 Deputy City Attorney Burns – Present 

 
THE CITY COUNCIL/CRA RECESSED TO CLOSED SESSION (SECTION 54954) TO 
CONSIDER MATTERS:   
 
Section 54956.9(c) – Conference with Legal Counsel - Anticipated Litigation 
 

Number of Potential Cases:  1 
 
Section 54957.6 – Conference with Labor Negotiator 

 
Negotiating Parties: City Manager Groves and Deputy City Manager/Director of 

Finance Okoro  
 

Employee Organization: Norco Battalion Chiefs Association 
  Norco Firefighters Association 
  Norco General Employees Association 

 Norco Public Works & Parks Maintenance Workers 
 Association 

     Management 
Middle Management, Professional and Confidential 
 Service 

 
REPORT FROM CLOSED SESSION: Deputy City Attorney Burns stated that there is nothing 

to report from Closed Session.   
 
RECONVENE PUBLIC SESSION:  Mayor Pro Tem Bash reconvened the meeting at 7:00 

p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Council Member Sullivan 
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INVOCATION:    Grace Fellowship Church 
        Pastor Vernie Fletcher 

 
PROCLAMATIONS: Corona/Norco Day of the Child 
   Ruth Heineman and Bob Prior 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Bash presented Ms. Heineman and Mr. Prior with a proclamation 
commemorating the Corona/Norco Day of the Child, noting that April 16, 2011 is being observed 
throughout the nation as the Day of the Child. 
 
  Child Abuse Prevention Month 
   Mayra Trejo, Representing Prevent Child Abuse 

 Riverside County 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Bash presented Ms. Trejo with a proclamation in observance of Child Abuse 
Prevention Month held in April of 2011. 
 
PRESENTATIONS: Norco College 20th Anniversary 
   Dr. Brenda Davis, President  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Bash presented Dr. Davis with a plaque commemorating Norco College’s 20th 
Anniversary.  Dr. Davis commented on the importance of Norco College in the community and 
thanked the Council for its support.   
 
  Citizens Redistricting Commission 
   Jodie Webber 
 
Ms. Webber stated that she is one of the 14-Member Citizens Redistricting Commission.  She 
stated that the Commission now has a calendar set for the times to take public input, noting that 
public participation is crucial in this process.  She commented on the Census information 
released and further commented that there was a 41.7% population increase in Riverside 
County which makes it a vital area to reconsider the lines.  Ms. Webber announced that Norco 
will be the first location for the public hearings, which will be held in the City Council Chambers 
on Thursday, May 5, 2011, between 6:00 and 9:00 p.m. She added that it is likely the 
Commission will hold a business meeting earlier in the day.  Ms. Webber thanked the City 
Manager for honoring the request of the Commission to meet in Norco.   
 
REGULAR COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY (CRA) AGENDA AS FOLLOWS: 
 
1. CRA CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS:  
 
M/S Azevedo/Sullivan to approve the items as recommended on the CRA Consent 
Calendar.  The motion was carried by the following roll call vote:   
 
AYES: AZEVEDO, BASH, NEWTON, SULLIVAN 
NOES: NONE 
ABSENT: HANNA 
ABSTAIN: NONE 
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 A. CRA Minutes: 
  Regular Meeting of March 16, 2011 
  Recommended Action:  Approve the CRA Minutes (City Clerk) 
  
 B. Approval of an Amendment to the Comprehensive Sewer, Water and Trash 

Discount Program (S.W.A.T.) for Senior Citizens and Disabled Persons.  
Recommended Action:  Adopt CRA Resolution No. 2011-06 approving an 
amendment to the Comprehensive Sewer, Water and Trash Discount Program 
(S.W.A.T.) for Senior Citizens and Disabled Persons increasing the water and 
sewer subsidies. (Executive Director) 

 
Pat Overstreet.  Ms. Overstreet spoke in support of the increase to the S.W.A.T. Program 
subsidies. 
 
2. OTHER CRA MATTERS:    No other CRA matters 

 
ADJOURNMENT OF CRA: Mayor Pro Tem Bash adjourned the CRA at 7:20 p.m.  
 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA AS FOLLOWS: 
 
3. CITY COUNCIL CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS:  
 
Council Member Newton pulled Items 3.H and 3.I.  Item 3.D was pulled by the public. 
 
M/S Newton/Azevedo to approve the remaining items as recommended on the City 
Council Consent Calendar.  The motion was carried by the following roll call vote:   
 
AYES: AZEVEDO, BASH, NEWTON, SULLIVAN 
NOES: NONE 
ABSENT: HANNA 
ABSTAIN: NONE 
 

A. City Council Minutes:  
  Regular Meeting of March 16, 2011 
  Special Meeting of March 23, 2011 
  Special Meeting of March 29, 2011 
  Recommended Action:  Approve the City Council Minutes (City Clerk) 
 

B. Recap of Actions Taken at the Planning Commission Regular Meeting of March 
30, 2011. Recommended Action: Receive and File (Planning Director) 

 
C. Procedural Step to Approve Ordinance after Reading of Title Only. 

Recommended Action: Approval (City Clerk) 
  

D. Reduction of City Manager Compensation. Recommended Action:  Approve the 
City Manager’s request to forego contractually obligated compensation 
increase on July 1, 2011 and extend the term of the current Employment 
Agreement to June 30, 2012. (City Manager)  PULLED FOR DISCUSSION 
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E. Annual Adoption of City Investment Policy. Recommended Action: Approve and 

Adopt Investment Policy without modification. (Deputy City Manager/Director 
of Finance) 

 
F. Approval for an Increase in the Contract Amount for the Rehabilitation of Well No. 

13.  Recommended Action:  Approve an increase to the contract with Layne 
Christensen Company in the amount of $11,500 for the rehabilitation of Well 
No. 13. (Public Works Director) 

 
G. Approval of an Application for a Certified Local Government Grant.  

Recommended Action:  Authorize staff to submit a grant application to the 
State of California for $12,000 to fund the completion of Norco’s Historic 
Context Statement and develop a Mills Act Program. (Historic Preservation 
Consultant) 

 
H. Recycled Water Agreement between the City of Norco and Western Riverside 

County Regional Wastewater Authority.  Recommended Action:  Approval 
(Public Works Director) PULLED FOR DISCUSSION 

 
I. Acceptance of the Norco MDP Lateral NB-3 Storm Drain Improvement Project as 

Complete and the Appropriation of Additional Funds for the Norco MDP Lateral 
NB-3 Storm Drain Improvement Project. Recommended Action:  Accept the 
Norco MDP Lateral NB-3 Storm Drain Improvement Project as complete, 
authorize the City Clerk to file the Notice of Completion with the County 
Recorder’s Office, and adopt Resolution No. 2011-____, appropriating 
additional funds in the amount of $12,610.50 for the Norco MDP Lateral NB-3 
Storm Drain Improvement Project. (Contract Deputy City Engineer) PULLED 
FOR DISCUSSION 

 
4. ITEMS PULLED FROM CITY COUNCIL CONSENT CALENDAR: 

 
3.D. Reduction of City Manager Compensation. Recommended Action:  Approve the City 

Manager’s request to forego contractually obligated compensation increase on 
July 1, 2011 and extend the term of the current Employment Agreement to June 30, 
2012. (City Manager)   

 
Vern Showalter. Mr. Showalter commended the City Manager for this action 
 
Council Member Newton stated that this is classy. 
 
Council Member Sullivan stated that the City Manager is showing great leadership. 
 

M/S Azevedo/Newton to approve the City Manager’s request to forego contractually 
obligated compensation increase on July 1, 2011 and extend the term of the current 
Employment Agreement to June 30, 2012.  The motion was carried by the following roll 
call vote:   
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AYES: AZEVEDO, BASH, NEWTON, SULLIVAN 
NOES: NONE 
ABSENT: HANNA 
ABSTAIN: NONE 

 
3.H. Recycled Water Agreement between the City of Norco and Western Riverside County 

Regional Wastewater Authority.  Recommended Action:  Approval (Public Works 
Director) 
 
Council Member Newton commented on the contract date of March of 2005 and asked 
Public Works Director Thompson about the onsite supervisor required in that contract.  
Director Thompson noted that we have an onsite supervisor present when required and 
have two State-certified City staff members. City Manager Groves stated that if we were 
serving this water to the City’s customers, there would be other requirements and a 
designated person would be required.   
 
Council Member Azevedo commented on the tours taken years ago and added that she 
would be interested in another water trip for education purposes. 
 

M/S Sullivan/Newton to approve the Recycled Water Agreement between the City of 
Norco and the Western Riverside County Regional Wastewater Authority. The motion was 
carried by the following roll call vote:   
 
AYES: AZEVEDO, BASH, NEWTON, SULLIVAN 
NOES: NONE 
ABSENT: HANNA 
ABSTAIN: NONE 

 
3.I. Acceptance of the Norco MDP Lateral NB-3 Storm Drain Improvement Project as 

Complete and the Appropriation of Additional Funds for the Norco MDP Lateral NB-3 
Storm Drain Improvement Project. Recommended Action:  Accept the Norco MDP 
Lateral NB-3 Storm Drain Improvement Project as complete, authorize the City 
Clerk to file the Notice of Completion with the County Recorder’s Office, and adopt 
Resolution No. 2011-____, appropriating additional funds in the amount of 
$12,610.50 for the Norco MDP Lateral NB-3 Storm Drain Improvement Project. 
(Contract Deputy City Engineer) 
 
Council Member Newton commented on the Notice of Completion schedule for the work 
completed in the vicinity of Corona and Fourth Street and noted that there was still work 
that need to be completed.   
 

M/S Newton/Bash to accept the Norco MDP Lateral NB-3 Storm Drain Improvement 
Project as complete, authorize the City Clerk to file the Notice of Completion with the 
County Recorder’s Office, and adopt Resolution No. 2011-19, appropriating additional 
funds in the amount of $12,610.50 for the Norco MDP Lateral NB-3 Storm Drain 
Improvement Project. The motion was carried by the following roll call vote:   
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AYES: AZEVEDO, BASH, NEWTON, SULLIVAN 
NOES: NONE 
ABSENT: HANNA 
ABSTAIN: NONE 

 
5. CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 

A. Zone Code Amendment 2011-02 (City): A City-Initiated Proposal to add Chapter 
18.63 to the Norco Municipal Code entitled Hospitality Development Zone 

 
 The proposed Hospitality Development (H-D) zone will establish the regulations for 

development at locations in the City where tourist-oriented uses would be 
encouraged and supported with similarly-oriented uses (e.g. hotels and 
restaurants). 

 
 Recommended Action:  Adopt Ordinance No. ___ for first reading (Planning 

Director)  
 

Planning Director King presented the public hearing item.   
 

Mayor Pro Tem Bash OPENED the public hearing, indicating that proper notification had 
been made and asked for the appearance of those wishing to speak.    

 
Pat Overstreet.  Ms. Overstreet spoke in favor of this item adding that she is hoping that the 
Planning Commission will be involved in the architecture process.  She stated that she 
encourages public art that supports the equestrian lifestyle. 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Bash CLOSED the public hearing.  

 
Council Member Sullivan stated that he supports this and thinks it is a good idea, noting that it 
will enhance the development and will have the least impact on the residents.   
 
Council Member Azevedo stated that she supports this item adding that it sends a clear vision 
to developers what the City wants. She noted that this will help set the tone for the City as a 
destination point.  She also stated that she likes the public art statement addressed by Ms. 
Overstreet. 
 
Council Member Newton asked Director King about the zoning and the compatibility with the 
Historic Preservation Overlay.  Director King responded that it is the same format and is 
compatible.   
 
Mayor Pro Tem Bash complimented the Planning Commission noting that he likes the ideas 
generated. 
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M/S Azevedo/Newton to adopt Ordinance No. 932 for first reading.  The motion was 
carried by the following roll call vote:   
 
AYES: AZEVEDO, BASH, NEWTON, SULLIVAN 
NOES: NONE 
ABSENT: HANNA 
ABSTAIN: NONE 

 
B. Amendment to the City’s Comprehensive Fee Schedule to Update and Adjust Fees 

for Building Division Services 
 
 Recommended Action: Staff is recommending that the public hearing be 

continued to April 20, 2011 to allow further review of the proposed updated 
and adjusted fees for Building Division services.  (Contract Building Official) 

   
Mayor Pro Tem Bash stated that the public hearing will be continued to April 20, 2011. 
 
6. CITY COUNCIL ITEM FOR ACTION: 
 
 A. Appointments to the Historic Preservation Commission 
 

 There are currently two seats vacated on the Historic Preservation Commission 
which will be filled by appointments to fill the terms through June of 2013.  One of 
the members of the Commission appointed is required to have professional 
experience and knowledge in order to serve on the Commission.  The other 
member should have the general qualifications required to serve on the 
Commission. Three applications have been received for the Council’s 
consideration, one which is qualified to serve with the professional knowledge and 
experience required for service on the Commission. The other two applicants have 
the general knowledge and experience required for service on the Commission. 

 
 Recommended Actions:  (a) Appoint Terri Jacquemain, M.A. to serve on the 

Historic Preservation Commission to fill one vacated seat with the 
requirements to have professional experience and knowledge; and (b) 
Appoint one member to fill one vacated seat on the Historic Preservation 
Commission who fulfills the required qualifications for service on the 
Commission. (City Clerk) 

 
City Clerk Jacobs presented the item stating that three applications were received for the 
Council’s consideration.  One application was received from Teri Jacquemain, who is qualified to 
serve with the professional knowledge and experience required for service on the Commission. 
The other two applicants, Kevin Koch and Mark Sawyer, have the general knowledge and 
experience required for service on the Commission.  She stated that the Council is 
recommended to make the appointments in two separate actions.   
 
Mark Sawyer.  Mr. Sawyer commented on his qualifications to serve on the Commission noting 
his passion for the preservation of the history of Norco.  
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M/S Sullivan/Newton to appoint Terri Jacquemain, M.A. to serve on the Historic 
Preservation Commission to fill one vacated seat with the requirements to have 
professional experience and knowledge.  The motion was carried by the following roll call 
vote:   
 
AYES: AZEVEDO, BASH, NEWTON, SULLIVAN 
NOES: NONE 
ABSENT: HANNA 
ABSTAIN: NONE 
 
M/S Azevedo/Bash to appoint Mark Sawyer to fill one vacated seat on the Historic 
Preservation Commission who fulfills the required qualifications for service on the 
Commission.  The motion was carried by the following roll call vote:   
 
AYES: AZEVEDO, BASH, NEWTON, SULLIVAN 
NOES: NONE 
ABSENT: HANNA 
ABSTAIN: NONE 
 
7. PUBLIC COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS: 
 
Pat Overstreet.  Ms. Overstreet extended sympathy to Mayor Hanna on the passing of his 
mother.  She commented that she is hurt and offended by a statement made by Council Member 
Sullivan at a Schools Committee Meeting where her name was brought up.   
 
Karen Leonard.  Ms. Leonard encouraged everyone to attend the NHA Casino Night. 
 
Vern Showalter.  Mr. Showalter commented on the City’s Code Compliance Volunteer Program 
and noted that it officially was kicked off. 
 
8. OTHER MATTERS – COUNCIL: 
 
Council Member Newton:   

 Asked Director Thompson about the schedule for the installation of the drains in Norco 
Ridge Ranch. Director Thompson read a prepared message from the City Engineer 
noting that Valley Crest will begin on Thursday.   

 Commented on 4 or 5 areas in the Norco hills where the trails were washed out.  Director 
Thompson noted that they will be discussing this with Valley Crest.   

 
Council Member Azevedo: 

 Reported on meetings she attended at WRCOG and commented on the TUMF funds 
designated for the Interstate 15 Schleisman Avenue on/off ramp, noting that this project 
has been postponed on the Transportation Improvement Program schedule.  She added 
that she is hoping that some of the funds that were earmarked for that project could be 
used for the Hamner Avenue Bridge project. 

 Stated that Dr. Condoleezza Rice will be the key note speaker at WRCOG’s General 
Assembly to be held on June 23, 2011. 
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Council Member Sullivan: 

 Commented on signatures received in 1997 that were brought to the Council regarding 
the vote to open Corona Avenue. He noted that a short time later, residents brought a 
lawsuit to the City.  He stated that at the Schools Committee meeting, he encouraged the 
Corona-Norco Unified School District to send a letter to the Council to temporarily open 
the street.  He noted that he did say something to the effect that they might make Pat 
Overstreet mad, adding that he does not want to make anyone mad.   

 
Mayor Pro Tem Bash: 

 Stated that on June 30, 2011, there will be a workshop held at the Norconian Pavilion 
sponsored jointly by the California Preservation Foundation and the Lake Norconian Club 
Foundation. 

 Commented on the Norconian Club clean-up day and tour to be held on April 16th and 
invited everyone to attend. 

 Thanked Director Thompson for his response to Mr. Gregory.  
 Noted that he and Contract Economic Development Specialist Grody visited the Howard 

Johnson Hotel and both were impressed with the new owner, adding that the hotel looks 
good.  

 Requested that staff contact Southern California Edison about the rocks that were placed 
in the Riverbed, noting that it prohibits riding in that area.  He would like to ask that the 
rocks be removed. 

 
9.  OTHER MATTERS – STAFF:  

 
A. Sheriff’s Department Annual Report for 2010.  (Lt. Cooper) 
 

Lt. Cooper presented the Sheriff’s Department Annual Report for 2010 and summarized it as 
follows: 
 

City Council's actions to increase law enforcement staffing in 2005 significantly 
improved the safety and the quality of life In Norco. More arrests were made in 
2010 than in any year since 2005. Crime has correspondingly gone down every 
year since 2005 and has not been this low at any time in the last 20 years. Since 
2005: 

 Crime decreased 39% 

 Arrests increased 36% 

 Traffic safety significantly increased; there were no fatal and fewer injury 
collisions in 2009 and 2010 than in any of the prior 10 years. Grant 
funding has been used to target alcohol and drug impaired drivers. 
However, when traffic enforcement staffing was decreased in 2010, non-
injury collisions increased 30%. 

 City Council's goal to reduce emergency response times has been 
achieved. In 2010, deputies arrived at high-priority calls for service in 5.1 
minutes. 

 
Council Member Sullivan thanked Lt. Cooper for the report and noted the cutbacks that have 
and will impact the City. 
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Council Member Azevedo commented on the fact that 80 percent of all of the violations in the 
City are by non-residents.  She further noted that keeping people out of the internal streets 
preserves the lifestyle and opening streets could increase violators.   
 
Council Member Newton noted the lower crime rate and asked Lt. Cooper to comment on it.  
Lt. Cooper stated that prior to this current recession, crimes usually go up during a down 
economy adding that the lower crime rate reported is a combination of the Three Strikes Law 
and targeting career criminals.  Council Member Newton commented on the DUIs and stated 
that he supports the contacts of the DUI offenders at their homes.  Lt. Cooper commented on the 
process used for this program and the need to be proactive with these violators.   
 

B. City Council Regular Meeting and Study Session Schedule. (City Manager) 
 

City Manager Groves commented on the scheduling of Council study sessions and the current 
format, where the meetings are held during the day at City Hall, adding the fact that there have 
been some complaints from the public that they could not attend.  She stated that there is a 
Council study session scheduled for Wednesday, April 27th at 2:00 p.m. to discuss traffic calming 
and water stabilization accounts.  City Manager Groves stated that staff is reviewing how to best 
use the time allotted for City Council regular meetings, noting that one of the things staff is 
looking at, beginning for the new fiscal year, is to utilize the second regular City Council meeting 
of the month for core business and the first regular City Council meeting of the month for study 
sessions.  She discussed the fact that with reduced staffing levels, this will assist in the 
production end.  She stated that staff is seeking feedback on this proposal from the City Council 
Members.  
 
Council Member Azevedo stated that this sounds great but had concerns over last minute 
business items.  City Manager Groves responded that these could still be added as they will be 
regular meetings.  
 
Council Member Newton stated that this would be cost effective and efficient and is worth a try. 
 
Council Member Sullivan stated that he supports this proposal.  
 
City Manager Groves stated that staff is actively going through the budget process and noted 
that she cannot confirm yet how many budget workshops will be held.  There are two tentative 
dates set for the budget workshops on May 4th and on May 18th at 4:00 p.m. in the City Council 
Chambers.  She added that when these dates are finalized, they will be properly noticed.   
 
Mayor Pro Tem Bash inquired about going digital with the agenda packets and doing away with 
the paper packets.  City Manager Groves responded that the technology used to deliver this is 
being discussed between the City’s IT staff and the City Clerk.  She added that there are some 
budget impacts that would be involved.   
 
10. ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business to come before the City Council, 

Mayor Pro Tem Bash adjourned the meeting in memory of Reba Hanna, Mayor Hanna’s 
mother, at 8:30 p.m. 

________________________________ 

BRENDA K. JACOBS, CMC 
CITY CLERK 

/bj-78197 
 


