
 
MINUTES 

CITY OF NORCO 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 2820 CLARK AVENUE 
 REGULAR MEETING 

JUNE 8, 2011 

 

   

1. CALL TO ORDER:   7:00 PM 
 
2. ROLL CALL: Chair Hedges, Vice-Chair Wright, Commission Members 

Jaffarian, Henderson and Leonard  
 
3. STAFF PRESENT: Planning Director King, Senior Planner Robles and 

Deputy City Clerk Germain 
 
4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Commission Member Jaffarian 
 
5. APPEAL NOTICE: Read by PD King 
 
6. HEARING FROM THE AUDIENCE ON ITEMS NOT LISTED ON THE AGENDA:  

 
Adam Caudill: Mr. Caudill stated that he and his family recently moved to Norco. He 
shared that he has noticed a couple of neighboring properties have many roosters; it 
seems to be running as a business. He added that he has contacted the Sheriff’s Office, 
the Code Compliance Officer and the Animal Control regarding his concerns on the 
amount of roosters at these adjoining properties.  
 
7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Minutes of May 11, 2011 Recommended Action: 

Approval. (Meeting of May 25, 2011 was cancelled). (Deputy City Clerk) 
M/S Henderson/Jaffarian to approve the minutes of May 11, 2011 as written 
AYES: Hedges, Jaffarian, Henderson, Leonard    
ABSTAIN: Wright       Motion Passed 

 
8. CONTINUED ITEMS:  NONE 
  
9. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

A. Resolution 2011-___: Conditional Use Permit 2011-08 (Kerry Carson 
Landscape): A Request for Approval to Allow a 1,500 Square-Foot 
Storage Shed/Garage at 2895 Corydon Avenue Located within the A-1-20 
Zone. Recommended Action: Approval (SP Robles) 

SP Robles presented the staff report on file in the Planning Division. She stated that 
when presented to the Architectural Review Sub-Committee no concerns were brought 
up. Staff recommends approval.  
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Chair Hedges OPENED the public hearing, indicated that proper notification had 
been made and asked for the appearance of those wishing to speak.  
 
Dan Richter, applicant: Mr. Richter shared what his needs were for the storage usage.   
 
Chair Hedges CLOSED the public hearing, bringing the discussion back to the 
Commission.  
 
M/S Wright/Jaffarian to adopt Resolution No. 2011-34, approving Conditional Use 
Permit 2011-08 to allow a 1,500 square-foot storage shed/garage at 2895 Corydon 
Avenue. 
AYES:  Unanimous       Motion Passed 
 

B. Resolution 2011-___: Conditional Use Permit 2011-07 (Madden): A 
Request for Approval to Allow a 4,900 Square-Foot Garage Building at 
4950 Roundup Road Located within the A-1-20 Zone. Recommended 
Action: Denial (SP Robles)  

SP Robles presented the staff report on file in the Planning Division. She stated that 
when presented to the Architectural Review Sub-Committee concerns were brought up 
about its size and the appropriateness to the agricultural uses on this lot. Staff concurs 
with the ARC’s concerns and recommends denial of Conditional Use Permit 2011-07. 
 
In response to the Commission Members, SP Robles noted that the buildings depicted 
on the photos on Exhibit D (page 3 of 3) were on the adjacent property and the height of 
the building requested is 21 feet. 
 
Chair Hedges OPENED the public hearing, indicated that proper notification had 
been made and asked for the appearance of those wishing to speak.  
 
Stanley Duke, applicant: Mr. Duke stated that this project started in 2006 at which time 
it had been approved, but he did not get a chance to complete it. He listed the vehicles 
that he wished to store in the garage which includes a motorhome, a trailer, a RV trailer 
and a 4-horse trailer. Mr. Duke answered questions from the Commission Members. 
 
Chair Hedges CLOSED the public hearing, bringing the discussion back to the 
Commission.  
 
PC Henderson reiterated that 40% coverage is still too much and he agreed with staff’s 
recommendation. He added that this building is not conducive to the residential zone 
and that it would adversely affect all the lots around it. He also noted that it is not 
consistent with the General Plan.  
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PC Jaffarian offered a prospective that four tennis courts could fit inside this 70-foot 
deep building, noting that this is not consistent with A-1-20 zone.  
 
PC Leonard agreed with all previous remarks made. He noted his concern with the 
height and how it would affect neighbors. 
 
Vice-Chair Wright stated his concerns with the lot coverage and the size of the building 
noting that it is three times bigger than the home. He added that with four garage doors 
it does not need to be 70 feet deep, it could possibly be scaled back. 
 
Chair Hedges agreed with all the remarks, adding that this type of building is the reason 
why the accessory ordinance was put in place. She also stated that a building this large 
is not made for residential areas.  
 
M/S Jaffarian/Wright to adopt Resolution No. 2011-33, to deny Conditional Use Permit 
2011-07 for a 4900 square-foot garage building at 4950 Roundup Road. 
AYES:  Unanimous       Motion Passed 
 
10. BUSINESS ITEM:  Discussion of Recommended Thresholds for Staff Approval 

of Smaller Accessory Structures under Current Provisions in the Site Plan 
Approval Process (Oral Presentation) Recommended Action: Direction (PD 
King)  

PD King presented an oral report on the setting of a threshold for staff approval of 
smaller accessory structures as requested by the Planning Commission. He noted a 
provision in the Municipal Code, under Site Plans, that allowed the Planning Director to 
approve projects at staff level at his discretion. He stated that once Planning 
Commission has developed a set of guidelines that this provision could be used. He 
asked the Commission for direction. 
 
Discussion ensued. Each Commission Member gave their input for setting a three-tier 
level threshold with some limitations.  
 
The Planning Commission agreed on the following tiers to be used: 

1. 240 square feet or less, under 15% coverage and being the first accessory 
building can be approved at staff level. 

2. Above 240 sq. feet through 400 sq. feet, at under 15% coverage, and being the 
first accessory structure will go to the Architectural Review Sub-Committee 

3. All other requests go to the Planning Commission. 
 
It was also noted that any concerns with any of the above criteria will be forwarded to 
the Planning Commission.  
 
11. CITY COUNCIL:       Received and Filed 
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 A. Recap of Actions Taken at the June 2, 2011 City Council/Community 

Redevelopment Agency Meeting. 
 

B. City Council Minutes dated  April 27, 2011 (Special Meeting) 
 May 4, 2011 (Special Meeting) 
 May 4, 2011 (Workshop/Regular Meeting) 
 May 18, 2011 (Special Meeting) 
 May 18, 2011 (Regular Meeting) 
 May 24, 2011 (Special Meeting) 
 

12. PLANNING COMMISSION: Oral Reports from Various Committees: NONE 
 
13. STAFF: Current Work Program dated June 2, 2011: Received and Filed 
 
14. OTHER MATTERS  
 A. Follow-up on Items from Previous Meetings (Director King): NONE 
 
 Vice-Chair Wright inquired about the grading activity at the corner of Fifth Street 

and Hamner Avenue, north of Neal Snipes Park; in response, PD King gave an 
overview of what has occurred, that a grading plan had been provided as 
required. He added that staff is staying on top of this project to make sure they 
follow all codes.  

 Vice-Chair Wright noted that B&E Feed Store is closed and will possibly re-open 
under new management soon.  
 

15. ADJOURNMENT: Chair Hedges adjourned the meeting at 7:55 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_____________________ 
Steve King 
Planning Secretary 
 
/di-78721 


