
MINUTES 
CITY OF NORCO 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 2820 CLARK AVENUE 

 REGULAR MEETING 
JUNE 29, 2011 

 

   

1. CALL TO ORDER:   7:02 PM 
 
2. ROLL CALL: Chair Hedges, Vice-Chair Wright, Commission Members 

Jaffarian, Henderson and Leonard 
 
3. STAFF PRESENT: Planning Director King, Senior Planner Robles and 

Deputy City Clerk Germain 
 
4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Planning Commissioner Henderson  
 
5. APPEAL NOTICE: Read by PD King 
 
6. HEARING FROM THE AUDIENCE ON ITEMS NOT LISTED ON THE AGENDA:  
 
Su Bacon: Ms. Bacon stated she heard news of a truck depot coming to the Norco Egg 
Ranch property. She noted her concerns about having over 300 trucks coming and 
going from this property, the traffic and over-bearing lights spilling onto Second Street 
and Hidden Valley Parkway, and the probability of the widening of First Street and 
Second Street. She is against any such project.  
 
Linda Dixon: Ms. Dixon stated she has similar concerns. She listed additional concerns 
such as the project would entail 346 docks for trucks, adding that she does not want this 
project to be fast-tracked. She noted health concerns for the community based on 
research she had done. She is also against this type of business, adding that it is not 
conducive to our community. 
 
Patricia Overstreet: Ms. Overstreet stated that this subject had come up during at a 
RURAL meeting. She stated that she is very concerned and is against this type of 
project. She agreed with previous speakers. 
 
7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Minutes of June 8, 2011. Recommended Action: 

Approval (Deputy City Clerk) 
M/S Wright/Jaffarian to approve the minutes of June 8, 2011 as written 
AYES: Unanimous       Motion Passed 

 
8. CONTINUED ITEMS:   NONE 
  
9. PUBLIC HEARINGS:  NONE 

 
10. BUSINESS ITEMS:  
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A. Site Plan 2011-05 (Beckman): A Request for Approval to Allow a 439 Square-
Foot Tack Room/Shed at 249 Oldenburg Lane Located within the Norco 
Ridge Ranch Specific Plan (NRRSP). Recommended Action: Denial (SP 
Robles)  

 
SP Robles presented the staff report on file in the Planning Division. She stated that 
staff recommends denial of the project, noting that the property owner does not have 
any animals, for which a tack room is generally used for, adding that the proposed 
structure will encroach onto the Primary Animal-Keeping Area (PAKA).  
 
Chair Hedges invited the appearance of those wishing to speak.  
 
Jack and Jenna Beckman, applicant/property owner: Mr. Beckman stated that he 
was surprised of the process and confused about the denial. He stated that the PAKA 
encroachment would be only 240 feet of the proposed 439 square feet. He added that 
he is planning to get goats in the future for his children. Mrs. Beckman stated that the 
property has erosion issues that need to be taken care of before they can get any 
animals at this time. In response to the Commissioners, Mr. Beckman noted that the 
depicted location is the most logical and least expensive for the proposed shed, adding 
that it will not be visible.  
 
PC Jaffarian explained to the applicants that if their request is denied without prejudice 
it just means that the plan is good and not a problem, they would just need to look at a 
different location on the property.  
 
PC Henderson, for the benefit of the applicants and the public present, gave an 
explanation and review of the specific plan and its intent.  
 
Lance Gregory: Mr. Gregory spoke on behalf of the applicants. He stated that the type 
of animal, horses or goats, is irrelevant for any tack shed usage. He added that he 
supports the project. He noted his concern on how these types of projects will get 
policed.  
 
Curtis Coombs: Mr. Coombs noted that he is a neighbor and is familiar with the 
applicant’s property. He stated that there is a 6-foot elevation from the PAKA to the 
property line, adding that it is virtually inaccessible for any type of vehicle from the 
street.  
 
Chair Hedges brought discussions back to the Commission. 
 
Vice-Chair Wright stated that the codes clearly state that a tack shed has to be an 
animal-keeping facility. He noted that if an exception is given for this one, more 
exceptions will be expected. He stated that the shed needs to be out of the PAKA.  
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PC Leonard re-iterated that PAKAs were designed for animal keeping only, and he is 
not convinced of the usage purpose of this shed. He agrees with Vice-Chair Wright’s 
statement. 
  
PC Jaffarian again clarified that the size of the building is not the problem but its 
location onto the PAKA. He stated that there are other areas within the property to place 
the shed.  
 
PC Henderson stated that the applicant mentioned that he has done work which 
increased the PAKA area; he asked staff if it is possible to see if the PAKA can be 
redefined.  
 
Chair Hedges stated she also had no problem with the size or the design, just the 
location.  
 
M/S Wright/Henderson to continue this item to the next meeting allowing staff to verify 
the PAKA extension and location.  
 
AYES:  Unanimous       Motion Passed 
 

B. Oral Report: Review of Policy for Approvals of Smaller Accessory 
Buildings by Staff or the Architectural Review Board (ARC). 
Recommended Action: Approval (PD King) 

 
PD King presented the oral report to review the written policy for approvals of smaller 
accessory buildings by staff or the Architectural Review Board (ARC). He asked for 
approval.  
 
Chair Hedges questioned if this new policy will work with a situation such as was 
presented tonight.  
 
PC Henderson suggested that verbiage be added stating that at any level staff may 
forward the request to the Planning Commission for its review.  
 
AYES:  Unanimous       Motion Passed 
 
 
 

C. Oral Report: Setting Date for One Planning Commission Meeting per 
Month per City Council Direction: Recommended Action: Concur with 
Planning Director to set once-a-month meeting on second 
Wednesday of each month, beginning July 13, 2011. 
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PD King opened discussions regarding the setting of Planning Commission meetings for 
one meeting per month for the next fiscal year. He suggested that the regular monthly 
meeting be set for the second Wednesday of the month starting with July 13, 2011; 
adding that a second meeting can be scheduled if the work load increases and is 
necessary.  
 
AYES: Unanimous       Motion Passed 
 
11. CITY COUNCIL:       Received and Filed 

A. Recap of Actions Taken at the June 15, 2011 City Council/Community 
Redevelopment Agency Meeting. 

 
B. City Council Minutes dated June 1, 2011 

 
12. PLANNING COMMISSION: Oral Reports from Various Committees: NONE 
 
13. STAFF: Current Work Program dated June 22, 2011: Received and Filed 
 
14. OTHER MATTERS  
 A. Follow-up on Items from Previous Meetings (Director King) NONE 
 
 PC Wright noted that he had first heard of the Norco Egg Ranch project a few 

days ago. He noted that he is sure that the Streets, Trails and Utilities 
Commission will be the first to view the proposed project prior to the Planning 
Commission. PD King stated that no comments can be made on any issue not on 
the current agenda. 

 
15. ADJOURNMENT: Chair Hedges adjourned the meeting at 7:56 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
__________________ 
Steve King 
Planning Secretary 
 
 
/di-78876 


