
 
MINUTES 

CITY OF NORCO 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

SPECIAL MEETING WORKSHOP 

 
FEBRUARY 26, 2014 

NORCO CITY HALL, Conference Rooms A & B – 2870 CLARK AVENUE 

 

   

CALL TO ORDER:  7:00 PM      
 
ROLL CALL: Chair Hedges, Vice-Chair Leonard, Commission Members Henderson 
and Hoffman; Member Jaffarian absent.  
 
STAFF PRESENT: Planning Director King, Senior Planner Robles, and Deputy 
City Clerk Germain 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Commission Member Hoffman 

 
1. DISCUSSIONS: 
Planning Director King explained the process of a special meeting/workshop.  
 

A. Former Norco Egg Ranch land use 
Matt Englhard, of the Alere Property Group, provided a status of the property and 
presented a conceptual plan for the former Norco Egg Ranch property.  Mr. Englhard 
answered a few questions from the Commission.  
 
Member Hoffman suggested creating an Ad-Hoc committee to allow discussions on 
options of what the City would like at this property, possibly changing the Gateway 
Specific Plan or options that would work within it.  
 
Commission Members agreed to request direction from the City Council. 
 

B. Modifications to the C-4 zone 
Planning Director King initiated the discussion on the possible modification to the zone, 
such as accommodating a wider variety of permitted uses and minimizing lot divisions 
along Sixth Street. He stated that additional review of the zone will be brought back at a 
future regular meeting.  
 
Member Henderson agreed, and suggested an incentive concept to keep the lots large 
or combine two lots to create larger lots. He also recommended using the term 
“equestrian” instead of “western”, stating this could provide for all equestrian types of 
businesses to consider Norco.    
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C. Bed and Breakfast/Equestrian as a land use in animal-keeping residential zones. 
Planning Director King stated that this concept was brought forth by the Economic 
Development Advisory Council (EDAC) as an option to bring more leisure type 
businesses into town; it can be accommodated with a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) in 
A-1 Zone. He noted that perimeters, minimum lot size, and parking issues will need to 
be addressed. 
 
The Commission was very receptive to the idea, asking staff to provide additional 
information at a future meeting. 
 

D. Building Violations Consequences 
Planning Director King asked for the Commission’s input regarding enforcement of 
violations for older lots that have old non-permitted accessory buildings as opposed to 
those built more recently without permits.  
 
The Commission Members noted that all violations should be enforced equally, and 
asked staff to prepare a report to ask Council for direction for the Planning Commission.  

 
2. PUBLIC COMMENTS:  
 
Linda Dixon: Ms. Dixon commented on the Alere presentation, noting that she doesn’t 
like high-density; suggesting that the Gateway Specific Plan should be reviewed. 
 
David Burwell: Mr. Burwell asked staff about the determination of high-density; in 
response, Director King stated that the State makes the requirements via the Housing 
Element. He made suggestions on a western-like appearance for the C-4 Zone, on Bed 
and Breakfast uses, and commented on a previous code violation experience. 
 
Glen Hedges: Mr. Hedges commented on the Alere Property Group concept. He stated 
that code violations have no consequences, adding that other cities handle them in a 
more severe manner. 
 
Trina Daniels: Ms. Daniels stated that she liked the Bed and Breakfast concept, 
suggesting that the City limits the number of establishments. She suggested condos for 
sale within the Alere project area instead of rentals. 
 
Greg and Barbara Dellenbach: Both spoke on traffic issues within the Second 
Street/Mountain Avenue area; and commented on their support of the Alere concept.  

 
3. ADJOURNMENT: Chair Hedges adjourned the meeting at 8:40 PM 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
__________________________ 
Steve King 
Secretary 
Planning Commission 
/di 


