
MINUTES 
CITY OF NORCO 

STREETS, TRAILS AND UTILITIES COMMISSION 
                                                                                                REGULAR MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 2820 CLARK AVENUE             
DECEMBER 2, 2013  

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER:     7:00 P.M. 

 
2. ROLL CALL: Chair Showalter, Vice Chair Walker, Commission Members Burtt, 

Mauro, Turpin   
 

3. STAFF PRESENT:  Public Works Director Askew, Public Works Superintendent 
Piorkowski and Engineering Assistant Dahl  
 

4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Commission Member Mauro 
 

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS: This is the time when persons in the audience 
that wish to address the Commission regarding matters not on the agenda may do so. 
NONE 

 
6. TO BE READ BY THE CHAIR: “All discretionary actions before the Streets, Trails and 

Utilities Commission are advisory in nature and final actions will be confirmed, modified, 
or deleted by the City Council.” 

 
7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
 

A. Minutes of Regular Meeting on October 7, 2013  Recommended Action: Approval 
(Engineering Assistant Dahl) 

 
M/S TURPIN/MAURO to approve the minutes of Streets, Trails and Utilities Commission 
Regular Meeting of October 7, 2013, as written. 
 
AYES: SHOWALTER, WALKER, TURPIN 
NOES: NONE 
ABSENT:    NONE 
ABSTAIN:    BURTT, GREGORY  
 
 
8. NEW DISCUSSION ITEMS:   
  

A. Discussion of Alternative Trail Material and Test Area at 350 Oldenburg Lane 
Recommended Action: Make recommendation as to consider the rubberized 
pavers for alternative trail material and use the current application as a test area 
for further consideration of the product and recommend approval by the City 
Council. 
 

Public Works Director Askew presented the staff report on file in the Public Works/Engineering 
Division. 
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Chair Showalter invited the appearance of those wishing to speak. 
 
Peter Garrell, attorney representing the property owner, stated the benefits of the 
rubberized pavers and noted it is a great opportunity for the City to use this as a test area. 
 
Bobbie Pope:  Ms. Pope stated the pavers were not properly installed and need to be removed. 
She noted that the proper permit was not obtained and supports only dg be used in the trail. 
 
Karen Leonard:  Ms. Leonard stated that the rubberized pavers are not an authorized material, 
were installed without an encroachment permit and need to be removed.  She noted a test area 
should be done by the City under a controlled situation.   
 
Roy Hungerford:  Mr. Hungerford stated there has already been a test area at the fire station 
on Sixth Street; he is opposed to this as a test area and the pavers should be removed. 
 
Glenn Hedges:  Mr. Hedges stated that the test area at the fire station did not work.  He noted 
the pavers are not impervious and is not a good test area since the area is not sloped. 
 
Robert Leonard:  Mr. Leonard stated his concerns that the contractor did not obtain a City 
business license or an encroachment permit.  He commented that the pavers were illegally 
installed and should be removed at the expense of the homeowner. 
 
Don Bowker:  Mr. Bowker stated that a permit should have been obtained prior to the 
installation of the pavers and opposes this as a test area. 
 
Pat Overstreet:  Ms. Overstreet stated that she approves of dg only in the trail and opposes this 
as a test area. 
 
Michelle Wells: Ms. Wells stated her concerns on preserving the City’s rural lifestyle and 
opposes this as a test area. 
 
Chair Showalter brought the discussion back to the Commission. 
 
Commission Member Mauro commented that dg on the horse trail is dangerous for 
pedestrians.  He stated that the streets are in poor condition and residents need a safe place to 
walk. 
 
Vice Chair Walker stated her concern for the riders in addition to the horses. She noted that 
although the rubberized pavers work well in other applications, it is not applicable in traffic 
situations. She stated that the location is not on a slope and does not support this as a test area.                
 
Commission Member Gregory noted that the pavers are already lifting and questions the 
quality of the installation.  He also stated his concerns regarding the chemical vapors and run-off 
from the product.  He stated his concern that proper protocol was not followed and that the test 
area should be implemented by the City. 
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Commission Member Turpin noted that the proper permit process was not followed.  He 
stated that the product will not hold up in a traffic application and does not support this as a test 
area. 
 
Commission Member Burtt stated her concerns that the proper procedures were not followed.  
She noted that the community needs to work together to provide safe riding, safe walking and 
cost effectiveness of maintaining the trails. 
 
Chair Showalter noted that the pavers were not properly installed and are already lifting.  He 
stated that the proper procedure was not followed and is in favor of the pavers being removed. 
 
M/S Showalter/Gregory to recommend the pavers be removed and contact the City at a 
future date for options to re-install. 
 
AYES: SHOWALTER, BURTT, GREGORY, TURPIN, WALKER  
NOES: MAURO 
ABSENT: NONE 
   

B. Discussion of Installation of Sidewalks within Street Right of Way  
Recommended Action: That the Commission receive and file the report. 
 

Public Works Director Askew presented the staff report on file in the Public Works/Engineering 
Division. 
 
Commission Member Burtt inquired if the City could have sidewalks on one side of the street 
and horse trails on the other. 
 
Director Askew advised that changes would have to be made to the circulation element 
through the Planning Department. 
 
Commission Member Turpin noted that this is a horse community and to modify the circulation 
element would be cost prohibitive. 
 
Commission Member Gregory stated that the City is following ADA regulations.  He noted that 
the City’s trail system is very important and would not want to see more sidewalks installed. 
 
Vice Chair Walker stated that she would not be opposed to a study on the circulation element 
but would not want to see more sidewalks in the City. 
 
Commission Member Mauro stated that the trails are unsafe and disagrees that the City is in 
compliance with ADA. 
 
Chair Showalter stated that the trails need to be groomed on a regular basis in order for 
pedestrians to use. He noted that the homes in the hills are in a landscape maintenance district 
which funds the maintenance for those trails.   
 
Director Askew confirmed that the Adopt-A-Trail program no longer exists. 
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Chair Showalter invited the appearance of those wishing to speak. 
 
Glenn Hedges:  Mr. Hedges complimented Director Askew on the report. He stated that he 
does not want to see sidewalks put in and suggested dealing with issues on a case by case 
basis. 
 
Don Bowker:  Mr. Bowker suggests to receive and file the report. He recommends a City-wide 
LMD in order to keep the trails both equestrian and pedestrian safe. 
 
Roy Hungerford: Mr. Hungerford agrees to receive and file the report. He noted that Tony 
Mauro needs to be removed from the Commission; noting his comments at the meetings and 
private events insulting staff and other fellow commission members. 
 
Michelle Wells:  Ms. Wells stated that the trails are safer to walk on than pavement; noting 
several national parks that have dirt sidewalks that are wheelchair accessible.  She also noted 
that the City will be opening itself up to being sued if concrete sidewalks were installed. 
 
Chair Showalter brought the discussion back to the Commission. 
 
M/S Showalter/Gregory to receive and file the report. 
 
AYES: SHOWALTER, BURTT, GREGORY, TURPIN, WALKER 
NOES: MAURO 
ABSENT: NONE 
   

C. Discussion of Installation of Stop Signs at Valley View Avenue and Willow Drive 
Recommended Action:  That the Commission makes recommendation to City 
Council regarding the installation of STOP signs at this intersection. 

 
Public Works Director Askew presented the staff report on file in the Public Works/Engineering 
Division. 
 
Commission Member Mauro stated he is in favor of it; noting that the STOP signs installed on 
Crestview Drive over the years have helped slow traffic. 
 
Vice Chair Walker stated that she is in favor of it; noting that the corner has a blind spot and is 
a tight turn. 
 
Commission Member Gregory stated that he is not opposed to adding STOP signs; noting 
that if it will help the residents, he is in favor of it. 
 
Commission Member Turpin stated that he is in favor of anything that will help slow the traffic 
in a residential neighborhood. 
 
 
Commission Member Burtt stated that she is in favor of the STOP sign. 
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Chair Showalter stated that he is in favor of the STOP sign; noting there is poor visibility at this 
intersection. 
 
Director Askew noted the intersection does not meet the criteria for a STOP sign based on the 
numbers from the traffic study. 
 
Chair Showalter invited the appearance of those wishing to speak. 
 
Gary Roquet:  Mr. Roquet stated the multiple reasons he is in favor of the installation of the 
STOP sign. 
 
Don Bowker:  Mr. Bowker spoke in favor of the STOP sign. 
 
Bob Leonard:  Mr. Leonard stated he is in favor of the STOP sign; noting accidents that have 
occurred in previous years on Valley View Avenue. 
 
Chair Showalter brought the discussion back to the Commission. 
 
M/S Turpin/Showalter to install a STOP sign making it a 3-way STOP condition. 
 
AYES: UNANIMOUS 
NOES: NONE 
ABSENT: NONE 
 

 
9. CONTINUED DISCUSSION ITEMS:  
 
 
10. VERBAL UPDATES:  STREETS – TRAILS – UTILITIES: 
 
Director Askew provided updates regarding the following: 

 
 Reservoir No. 8 – currently under design at 65%  
 Bluff Street and Western Avenue Waterline – currently under design with the intention to 

go out to bid mid-February  
 Speed Tables – update on status 

 
 
11. COMMISSION REPORTS/REQUESTS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: 

 
A. Oral reports from City Committees Commission Members serve on:  NONE 

 
Commission Member Gregory inquired about the status of the sandbagging in the Norco 
Ridge Ranch area.  Superintendent Piorkowski stated that sandbags are being placed by Valley 
Crest and noted that the recently installed drains will greatly reduce the amount of sandbags 
needed.  
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Commission Member Mauro inquired on the status of the drainage project on Crestview Drive 
and stated there is a mosquito issue due to standing water. Director Askew noted this is a 
Riverside County Flood Control project and not to expect to see construction until next year.  
Vector Control may be contacted to address the mosquito issue. 
 
Commission Member Walker commented that she was approached by a resident on 
Oldenburg Lane stating that Valley Crest is not maintaining the trails properly. 
 
Commission Member Gregory commented on derogatory remarks directed at commission 
members and staff by other commission members.  He noted that comments should be kept 
professional especially when heated topics are being addressed. 
 
Commission Member Turpin commented that the trail fencing on Vine Street between Half 
Moon Court and Driftwood Place is currently down and is in need of repair. 
 
Commission Member Burtt commented on the traffic at Hillside Avenue and Vaughan Street. 
Superintendent Piorkowski will notify RSO to monitor the area. 
 
Vice Chair Walker commented that a Waste Management truck had a hydraulic line leak on 
Appaloosa Street between Western Avenue and Stetson Drive.  Director Askew will follow up 
with Waste Management. 
 
Commission Member Mauro inquired on how the speed survey was conducted. Director 
Askew advised that speed tubes are used to determine the speed. He asked that the berms on 
Crestview Drive be looked at since the drainage project will not take place until next year. 
 
Discussion continued regarding street conditions on Center Avenue due to construction; speed 
issues on Valley View Avenue and the possibility of speed tables on Crestview Drive and Vine 
Street. 
 
 

B. Request for Items on Future Agenda (within the purview of the Commission and 
requires a majority vote of the Commission):  NONE 

 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT:  Chair Showalter adjourned the meeting at 8:50 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Lori J. Askew 
Director of Public Works 
 
/srd 
 


