
 

 

 
 
 

 
November 9, 2022 
 
 
Mayor Lock Dawson and Members of the City Council 
City of Riverside 
3900 Main Street 
Riverside, CA 92522 
 
RE: AGENDA ITEM 20 – FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE AND BUDGET COMMITTEE 
REPORT AND DISCUSSION ON RTRP “HYBRID ALTERNATIVE” 
 
Dear Mayor Lock Dawson and Councilmembers:  
 
On behalf of myself and the entire Norco City Council, I want to thank you for your City’s 
consideration of the serious adverse impacts of the above-ground electrical transmission 
infrastructure that could be constructed in support of the Riverside Transmission 
Reliability Project (RTRP).  The decision earlier this year to pause and evaluate the 
options was a welcome one. As you know, the City of Norco has had longstanding 
concerns about the harm that this project would have on our city and the adjacent 
neighborhoods.   
 
We support the Financial Performance and Budget Committee’s unanimous 
recommendation to further underground the RTRP project through most of its western 
end. However, we urge you to complete this work by also undergrounding the last 
remaining above-ground transmission infrastructure at the western end of the project, 
rather than bringing lines overhead across the Santa Ana River. 
 
The October 2022 analysis by Riverside’s consultants raises important issues and 
concerns in support of undergrounding the RTRP. Those very same issues—the ever-
growing threat of fires adjacent to our Fire Hazard Severity Zones; the impacts on 
disadvantaged communities; the harm to environmental aesthetics, including the 
destruction of views along and around the Santa Ana River recreational areas; and the 
devastating impacts on neighborhoods from giant transmission towers and power lines—
are the reasons why Norco strongly believes the full undergrounding should be prioritized.  
 
In your consultant’s Fatal Flaw Analysis, it is incorrectly stated that the 2018 Subsequent 
EIR (SEIR) deemed the undergrounding of the transmission under the Santa Ana River 
as “infeasible.” That statement is not found in the 2018 SEIR. Further, there is no data in 
the EIR to indicate why the full undergrounding option was eliminated at that time, other 
than some generalized statements that lack factual foundation.  Our understanding is that 



  

there are a number of utilities that already run under the River in various locations. In 
order to protect the beauty of the River and save the adjacent neighborhoods from the 
risks noted by your consultant, further exploration of this option is needed.  
 
Currently, information is not available concerning the specific visual and aesthetic impacts 
of the “hybrid alternative.” The consultant’s work and staff analysis does not yet include 
a detailed map or information on the potential sites and heights for the transmission 
towers and power lines—we have only an artist’s illustration of the route without any 
specificity. We know from previous simulated imagery that these tall towers and power 
lines are unsightly, and it is hard to overstate the negative aesthetic impacts that they 
would have on our shared communities. Before the City Council makes its decision, we 
would urge you to request that your team provide a clear, detailed map of the “hybrid 
alternative” using aerial imagery, along with the tentative sites for transmission towers 
and their dimensions, each rendered in 3D so their impacts can be fully understood.     
 
Norco stands ready to join your coalition of supporters on the RTRP if the hybrid 
alternative is modified to include undergrounding under the Santa Ana River. Once the 
views over and around the River and the adjacent neighborhoods are ruined, they will 
never be restored. Working together, we can accomplish your goals while leaving a great 
environmental legacy for both of our communities. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Greg Newton 
Mayor, City of Norco 
 
 
CC:  County Supervisor Karen Spiegel 
 Congressman Ken Calvert  
 Senator Richard Roth 
 Assembly Member Sabrina Cervantes 
 
   
 
 


