Congress of the United States

Washington, BC 20515
February 14, 2025

Patricia Lock Dawson, Mayor
City of Riverside

3900 Main St.

Riverside, CA 92501

Phillip Falcone, Council Member
Clarissa Cervantes, Council Member
Steven Robillard, Council Member
Chuck Conder, Council Member
Sean Mill, Council Member

Jim Perry, Council Member

Steve Hemenway, Council Member
City of Riverside

3900 Main St.

Riverside, CA 92501

RE: Full Undergrounding of Riverside Transmission Reliability Project
Dear Mayor Lock Dawson and Council Members:

In witnessing the tragic wildfires that have occurred in Los Angeles County, we write this letter to implore you
to reconsider and advocate for the undergrounding of the Riverside Transmission Reliability Project (RTRP) in
the fire-prone area along the Santa Ana River in the City of Norco and adjacent communities.

Public safety is a critical issue we can all agree on, and as elected officials, we believe that it is our duty to
prioritize the safety of our communities. We support the City of Riverside’s need for a second connection to the
State's electrical grid. However, the transmission project should be built responsibly with underground lines
instead of the traditional 200-foot-tall overhead transmission lines, which have been known to cause
conflagrations that have destroyed communities like Paradise and Maui. Most recently, the 230kV transmission
lines—the same transmission system proposed for the RTRP—have come under investigation as the potential
cause of the Eaton Fire, and a state judge has ordered that Southern California Edison preserve evidence and
equipment related to the investigation.! The additional steps to underground this project will not compare to the
devastation that follow a preventable catastrophe.

We continue to see how above-ground transmission lines lead to devastating and deadly wildfires in small,
wind-prone, and fire-prone communities like Norco, and we need to acknowledge the increased wildfire risk
involved in allowing the RTRP project to move forward unchanged. Since RTRP was last reviewed, much has
changed that demands undergrounding the project. Most significant among these new factors are the rapidly
expanding threats of wildfires in the region. Fighting wildfires in California has become one of the most
dangerous and expensive activities for our state and local communities. Multiple fire experts have asserted that
Norco has experienced a dramatic increase in the risk of catastrophic wildfires within its city limits since the

! Flashes Then Flames: New Video of Eaton Fire Raises More Questions for Power Company (NYT)
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/26/us/los-angeles-eaton-fire-cause.html
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original environmental impact study was conducted.? Regrettably, the expert testimony of local fire chiefs has
been ignored.

With the RTRP, the risk of wildfires will be increased exponentially by the construction of an overhead, high-
voltage transmission line that will pass through open space loaded with flammable vegetation in the same
region that gave the notorious Santa Ana Winds their name. Additionally, evacuations during fires in Norco are
complicated by the Santa Ana River blocking escape to the north, hills to the east, narrow streets, and the many
horses and animals that would also need evacuation. As we have seen with the recent fires, air attack resources
are critical to stopping the spread of wildfires, however the RTRP’s overhead transmission lines will limit
firefighters from using planes and helicopters to fight fires in this fire-prone area.

After witnessing these recent catastrophic fires, our local communities, state, and nation should be
reconsidering dangerous, above-ground transmission lines like the RTRP and advocating for full
undergrounding to mitigate further tragedies. It’s never too late to do the right thing. We urge you to reconsider
the proactive, full undergrounding of this project to prevent potential tragedies and protect our communities for
future generations.

Sincerely,
%t Mark Takano
Congressman, 41% District Congressman, 39" District

;Bill Eséyli / Leticia Castillo
Assemblymember, 63rd District Assemblymember, 58th District

Tl /@/mﬁf/ KareiS. Spcegeh

Kelly Seyarto Karen Spiegel

State Senator, 32nd District Supervisor, County of Riverside
- —O)lte

Jim Steiner Greg Newton

Mayor, City of Corona Mayor, City of Norco

2 petition of the City of Norco to Modify Decision 20-03-001 (Filed October 2, 2023)
http://docs.cpuc.ca.gov/PublishedDocs/Efile/G000/M520/K522/520522205.PDF
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