CITY OF  NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NORCO Proposed Equestrian Landmark Designation

HORSETOWN USA

September 18, 2025
Dear Property Owner,

In October 2021, the Norco City Council adopted an Equestrian Historic District to
celebrate and preserve Norco’s rich agricultural heritage, while ensuring that its distinct
rural atmosphere and enduring animal-keeping, equestrian-oriented lifestyle—those
qualities that are unique in the Inland Empire and the entire State of California—are
protected for future generations.

To strengthen the City of Norco’s established Equestrian Historic District and support its
mission to preserve Norco’s large lot, equestrian lifestyle, the Norco City Council may
create a new historic preservation category—an “Equestrian Landmark.”

The Equestrian Historic District and Equestrian Landmark would complement each other
while supporting the City’s mission to “keep Norco, Norco” and preserving the
equestrian-oriented, animal-keeping lifestyle without impacting residents’ ability to
improve their property.

Please see the included “Frequently Asked Questions” for more information.

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Historic Preservation and Agricultural
Heritage Commission for the City of Norco, California, will conduct a public hearing at the
Heritage Room, at 3900 Acacia Avenue, in said City on Tuesday, October 14, 2025, at
6:00 p.m., or thereafter to consider the item listed below:

To consider whether to recommend that the City Council declare that the following
properties comprise a landmark to be designated the Equestrian Landmark: (1) all
residential properties in the Equestrian Historic District, (2) all residential properties in the
City of Norco that have a zoning designation that allows animal-keeping by right, (3) all
trails in the City of Norco, and (4) all open space in the City of Norco. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, the Equestrian Landmark is proposed to not include improvements on
residential properties.

Please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (951) 270-5623 for more information regarding
said items. Any person desiring may appear at said public hearing and be heard. Any
person unable to attend said public hearing may submit written comments to the City
Clerk’s Office on or before Tuesday, October 14, 2025, by 4:00 p.m. at Norco City Hall,
2870 Clark Avenue, Norco, California 92860 or email cityclerk@ci.norco.ca.us

/S/
Dana Roa, CMC
City Clerk
Posted: September 15, 2025
Published: September 18, 2025




CITY OF FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
NORCO Proposed Equestrian Landmark Designation

HORSETOWN USA

1. Why is the City of Norco establishing an Equestrian Landmark?

One of the Norco City Council’'s adopted Legislative Platform priorities is to advocate for
the equestrian, animal-keeping lifestyle. To strengthen the City of Norco’s established
Equestrian Historic District and support its mission to preserve Norco’s large lot,
equestrian lifestyle, the Norco City Council may create a new historic preservation
category—an “Equestrian Landmark.”

2. Why did the City of Norco previously establish an Equestrian Historic District?
In October 2021, the Norco City Council adopted an Equestrian Historic District to
celebrate and preserve Norco’s rich agricultural heritage, while ensuring that its distinct
rural atmosphere and enduring animal-keeping, equestrian-oriented lifestyle—those
qualities that are unique in the Inland Empire and the entire State of California—are
protected for future generations.

3. What is the Equestrian Historic District?

The Equestrian Historic District is a demarcated area with properties that share a common
equestrian theme. Most of the residentially-zoned neighborhoods in Norco share a variety
of elements pertinent to an Equestrian Historic District, including equestrian trails,
equestrian trail fencing, parks with equestrian amenities, large lots (typically a half-acre
or larger), and permanent animal-keeping areas. Approximately 6,000 residential
properties, encompassing every property within the City’s various animal-keeping zones,
are included in the Equestrian Historic District. The Equestrian Historic District also
includes commercial properties lining Sixth Street from Sierra Avenue to California
Avenue because they also reflect Norco’s equestrian heritage.

4. What properties would be included in the Equestrian Landmark?

The Equestrian Landmark would include: (1) all residential properties in the existing
Equestrian Historic District, (2) all residential properties in the City of Norco that have a
zoning designation that allows animal-keeping by right, (3) all trails in the City of Norco,
and (4) all open space in the City of Norco.

5. What is the difference between the City’s current Equestrian Historic District and
the proposed Equestrian Landmark?

The Equestrian Historic District applies to a large portion of the city, with individual
properties recognized as “contributors” to the District. The provisions of the Equestrian
Historic District center on equestrian trails, equestrian trail fencing, large lots with
dedicated animal-keeping areas, and equestrian-friendly parks. The designation as an
Equestrian Landmark would further elevate the recognition of Norco’s profound
equestrian heritage by preserving the three elements that are necessary to be recognized
as an equestrian community: 1) large lots, 2) equestrian trails, and 3) open space. The
Equestrian Historic District and Equestrian Landmark would complement each other while
supporting the City’s mission to “keep Norco, Norco” and preserving the equestrian-
oriented, animal-keeping lifestyle without impacting residents’ ability to improve their
property.
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6. How will the creation of the Equestrian Landmark affect my property rights?

As with the Equestrian Historic District, an Equestrian Landmark would not impose any
new restrictions, requirements or obligations on structures or property owners beyond
existing zoning regulations. The Equestrian Landmark designation would not apply to any
improvements on individual properties. Rather, the Equestrian Landmark focuses on the
open spaces created by the large lots in the city and a property’s contribution to Norco’s
equestrian heritage, as reflected in its rural, large lots—not the buildings and other
improvements on the large lot. This is very different from other cities’ historic districts that
are based on architecture, as the creation of an Equestrian Landmark will not impose new
restrictions on structures or land uses.

7. How will the Equestrian Landmark be created?

As with the creation of the Equestrian Historic District, the process of creating an
Equestrian Landmark is public and transparent. The Equestrian Landmark designation
would be recommended by the City of Norco Historic Preservation and Agricultural
Heritage Commission at a noticed public hearing and would then ultimately be established
by resolution of the Norco City Council at a noticed public meeting. Both meetings provide
the opportunity for public comments.

8. How can | provide public comments or request more information?

Residents may provide public comments electronically via email or in person at the
noticed Historic Preservation and Agricultural Heritage Commission Meeting or Norco
City Council Meeting. Meeting agendas can be accessed at www.norco.ca.us/meetings.
For more information or to submit public comments, contact the City Clerk’s Office at
(951) 270-5623 or cityclerk@ci.norco.ca.us.
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